
N- 560 £ 1.20 THE DALES, CROOK & SURROUNDING AREAS 


presents 



As You Like It by Shakespeare 


Thu 30 Aug - Sun 2 Sept - 6.30pm 
at St Thomas' Church, Stanhope 

Pre-theatre supper at Durham Dales Tearoom 

Tickets available at 




www.dramadale.co.uk or Durham Dales tearoom 


25 July-7 August 2018 f 


Councillor comments 
on County Durham Plan 

Could it be detrimental 
to the Dale? 


THE County Durham Plan is the Council's vision of the 
County until 2035. This is a personal view from me; 
someone who HAS read the document. 

My view of the Plan, is that Durham City becomes a place where 
thousands of houses are built, as they are removing areas from 
the Green Belt, and the City becomes a place full of students and 
'gin bars'. I see it as a place that will struggle to provide services, 
such as A and E, Doctors, Dentists and school places and the 
basic services that everyone needs, by building thousands of new 
homes. The problem with this is that this could lead to rural areas 
like ours in Weardale and other parts of the County struggling 
to retain the basic services. This Plan is simply a watered down 
version of what was produced before and had to be withdrawn. 



ATM machine 

in Wolsingham 
back by August 



Mention is made of the creation of 6000 jobs on the area at Aykley Heads, currently 
housing County Hall and 1800 jobs, together with around 800 at the Police HQ, but there 
are just over 2500 jobs there in any case. What the Plan does restrict, is development 
in rural areas, and Weardale cannot be allowed to become a place where there is no 
development. Cont'd on page 2 


THE ATM machine located outside of Barclays 
Bank in Wolsingham closed along with the 
bank earlier this month but will re-open soon. 

Cont'd on page 2 



YEARS YOUNG 



THE National Health Service is celebrating its 
seventieth birthday this month (July), having been 
brought in in 1948 by Prime Minister Clement 
Attlee. Cont'd on page 9 



Apartments to let 

Walton Court, Crook, has one bedroom 
apartments available for people over the 
age of 55 

Key benefits: 

• Private and secure apartments, suitable for one or two people 

• 24/7 emergency alarm system 

• Fitted kitchens and bathrooms 

• Communal lounge and attractive gardens 

• Close to local amenities 

• Pet-friendly policy 

• Housing benefit accepted 


To arrange a viewing, or for more information, 
call the Court Manager on 0370 192 4554. 

Walton Court, Wheatbottom, Crook DL15 9UH 

Qhousingcare21 Q@HousingCare21 

housingandcare21.co.uk & 21 



Appleby Oak 
3 Drawer Chest 


RRP £400.63 

■ 

Our Price 

I 

£22257 

I 

You Save 

I 

£178 06 

1 


Fantastic 

Savings 


50 % 


- . 
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Appleby Oak 
Desk 


3RP £533.59 

Our Price 

£29644 

You Save 

£237.15 



Appleby Oak 
Nest of 3 Tables 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TO SEE OUR HUGE RANGE OF QUALITY OAK FURNITRE OR BUY ONLINE! 


FREE DELIVERY 
& RETURNS 

We offer a 30 Day 
No Quibble 
Returns Policy 
You Receive 100% 
of Your Money Back 

see website for full details 


Oak Warld.co.uk 

THE H0RTH EAST'S PREMIER OAK FURNITURE STOCKIST 


Unit 5, Harvey Court, Low Willington Ind. Estate, 
Willington, County Durham, DL15 OFB 


DID YOU 
KNOW? 

With up to 48 low 
monthly repayments, 
our furniture has never 
been more affordable! 


01388 747090 or 0800 140 4665 www.oakworld.co.uk 

OPENING HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY, 9AM - 6PM I SATURDAY 10AM - 4PM or Browse Online 24/7 





























































weardale 



Weardale Publishing 
& Printing Co. Ltd. 

6 Market Place, Stanhope, 

Co. Durham DL13 2UJ 
Tel: (01388) 527706 
www.weardalegazette.co.uk 

Directors : 

• Maureen Thomas (Chairman) 

• Bob Marshall (Company Secretary) 

• Peter Bowes • Paul Turton 


Our staff 
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Anita Atkinson 

Editor 



anitaatkinsonl28@btinternet.com 

Lisa Parkin 

Information & 
Publication Design 

publicationdesign@weardalegazette.co.uk 


Dawn Emery 

Advertising 


advertising@weardalegazette.co.uk 




Angela Turnbull 

Finance Administrator 


accounts@weardalegazette.co.uk 


Our services 


Graphic Design 

• Business cards, posters, 
Leaflets/Fliers, etc. 

• Order of Service 

• Old photo renovation 

• and more 

Printing 

A4&A3 

Black & White / Colour 

Subscriptions 

Publication subscriptions 
are available postal or emailed 


Our sho 


Greeting cards 

Wrapping paper, bags & tags 

Stationery 

• Printing paper 

• Pens, pencils 

• and more _ y 

Corrections and Clarifications 

WE strive to ensure the articles published in the 
Weardale Gazette are truthful and accurate but 
in the event of an error, we will always correct 
or clarify any issues as soon as possible. We 
will publish these on this page if that becomes 
necessary. The Weardale Gazette abides by the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, administered by the 
Press Complaints Commission. If you have a 
complaint about anything published in this edition, 
please use the contacts on this page to let us know. 


Information deadline 
for next edition is 

MON 30 July 


Next Gazette on sale 

Wednesday 
8 August 


Young farmers needed to represent British food and farming 
at historic pageant 


A GROUP of enthusiastic young farmers, who 
are making a real difference within farming and 
have great stories to tell, are being sought to join 
the NFU in one of the most popular historic civic 
pageants in the world. 

The NFU is launching a competition to find 
eight young farmers who will land starring roles 
representing British farming in the 2018 Lord 
Mayor's show and take the Back British Farming 
message to the streets of the City of London. 
The 803rd parade takes place on Saturday 10 
November and is featured in a live BBC broadcast. 
The NFU will be joined by Massey Ferguson to 
support the Worshipful Company of Farmers 
in this year's show. The entry will incorporate a 
tractor, combine harvester and food with the 
participants providing the heart and soul of the 
exhibit. As an additional prize this year, Massey 
Ferguson is inviting one of the young farmers on 
a special trip to Beauvais in Northern France as a 
guest to tour the factory and enjoy an overnight 
stay. 

NFU Vice President Stuart Roberts said: "It's 
always great fun having the young farmers with 
us at the Lord Mayor's Show as it provides the 
perfect platform to engage with the watching 
crowds and let them know about farming's role in 
producing their food and looking after the iconic 
British countryside. 

"We are hoping this competition, with the 
added incentive of a trip to the Massey Ferguson 
factory in France, will help showcase another 
group of young farmers who're all enthusiastic 
and passionate about what they do - producing 
the nation's food." 
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Hannah Binns, who was part of the young farmer 
group last year, said: "For me, participating in 
the Lord Mayor's Show as the NFU North West 
representative was a once in a lifetime experience 
- after all it's not every day that you escort a new 
tractor and combine down the narrow streets 
of the capital city live on national television. A 
particular highlight was seeing the enthusiasm the 
British public had for British farmers - from children 
high-fiving me to grown men taking selfies - and 
it was fantastic to see the public fully support the 
campaign and message we were promoting. 


"I believe it is vital that we, as the future generation of 
farmers, open a dialogue with the public about the provenance 
of their food and the Lord Mayor's Show is an excellent way to 
do so. If you are a young farmer who is passionate about the 
future of our industry then why not apply and get your voice 
heard -1 promise you will not regret it." 

The NFU is asking for nominations for young farmers, aged 
18-30, who have made an outstanding contribution to the 
farming sector and who are passionate about the industry. 
Please include as much information as possible on why you 
think your nominee deserves to represent British farming and 
the wider farming industry at this year's Lord Mayor's Show. 


Nominations close on Sunday 19 August and a shortlist of finalists will be drawn up for 31 August by a panel of farming experts. 

Nominations forms can be found at this web address: 

www.nfuonline.com/news/latest-news/calling-all-young-farmers/ 


Weardale Festival 2018 
Weardale at War 

Roll of Honour, Stanhope 

Invitation to Families 

Is your family's name on the Stanhope Roll of Honour? 

The Roll of Honour commemorates all the men from Stanhope who served 
in World War One including those who lost their lives; it used to hang in the 
now empty Town Hall. 

As part of this year's Weardale Festival the Roll of Honour will be rededicated 
into its new home in St Thomas' Church. Family members of all those whose 
names are recorded are invited to join in this service to remember those 
who left the Dale to go to fight for their country and those who made the 
supreme sacrifice. 

The rededication will be a part of a short service to be held on 

Sunday 12 August, 5pm. 

The list of names is too long for this article but enquiries can be made to 
Kate Gill on tel: 0799 078 6220 
or email: kategill31@gmail.com 

A few of the surnames included are Bainbridge, Coulthard, Lonsdale, 
Pattinson, Sanderson, Stephenson, Watson and Woodhall - but there are 
many more. Please support this remembrance of our local heroes. 

More details can be found at www.weardalemuseum.co.uk 


Fundraising painter puts wildlife trust in the picture 

WEARSIDE artist David Hughes MBE, who is aged 91, has agreed to support 
Durham Wildlife Trust's (DWT) fundraising efforts by allowing the organisation 
to sell some of his images as postcards. 

David, who lives in Houghton-le-Spring, paints for many charities and has 
donated a series of photographs to sell as postcards at DWT's Shop at its Rainton 
Meadows Nature Reserve near Houghton-le-Spring and the one at Low Barns 
Nature Reserve near Witton-le-Wear. 

David, a retired businessman, was awarded an MBE two years ago for 
decades of tireless fundraising work to help worthy causes. He said: "I really 
got into painting as a hobby when I was still working. When I retired, I knew 

I needed something to do and I always liked 
watercolour painting. I had this desire to spend 
ages painting pictures. I spent a lot of money on 
books and taught myself. 

"I received an MBE for my charitable work back 
in 2016 which was amazing - it was beyond belief 
to go to the Palace and meet Prince Charles. I've 
raised more than £150,000 for charities and to 
be able to help Durham Wildlife Trust by selling 
my postcards in their visitor centres is truly an 
honour." 


David Hughes 
with MBE 



Councillor comments on County Durham Plan 

Cont'dfrom front page 


If there was a NEED to build houses following the creation 
of any much needed jobs, on paper this has restrictions, and 
our valley has to be allowed to expand, as and where it is 

The only mention of development in Weardale in the plan 
is housing on the Leazes site at Wolsingham. No mention is 
made anywhere else in the Dale. This could be detrimental 
to everything west of the A68. 

I would encourage everyone 
to look at the Plan 

and make comment, based on what they read. 

If you wish, feel free to call/email me with your thoughts. 
E: jshuttleworth@durham.gov.uk or T: 01388 517298. 
Comments need to be in by 3 August, so act quickly. 

County Durham Plans are available at the 
Weardale Gazette Office, Market PI. Stanhope 


County Durham Plan 

Preferred Qpflom oi j 



ATM machine will be back 
in Wolsingham by August 

Cont'dfrom front page 

However, the ATM, closed down along with the 
branch and has been out of service. The bank 
explained that this was because there were no staff 
to fill it but they had enlisted the services of a private 
company who will take over from August 1. 

Lisa Corley, Deputy Community Banking Director for 
Northumberland and Durham said: "We can confirm 
that following the Wolsingham branch closure the 
ATM will not be available in the short term. We are, 
however, committed to leaving a permanent ATM on 
site, but as a new ATM needs to be installed there 
will be a programme of works to facilitate this. We 
are hopeful that the new ATM will be operational 
by the beginning of August and apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause our customers." 

In the meantime, Barclays customers can access 
cash through the Post Office counter located in the 
Spar shop. 
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Would YOU 

like to help 
with the day-to-day 
running of the 
Weardale Gazette? 

FOR any business to stay healthy, it is necessary 
to reflect, accept change and seek new ideas 
on a regular basis. 

The Gazette is no exception. Currently, we 
are exploring new ideas and will adopt some of 
them with the intention of increasing sales and 
providing you, the reader, with a stimulating 
product worth your hard-earned cash. 

Are you able to make suggestions 
to improve your local newspaper? 

Would you like to be a volunteer 
involved with the day-to-day running 
of the Company? 

We would love to welcome you aboard if you 
are able to contribute to problem solving, 
people management, business development, 
marketing or proof-reading. 

Interested? Then contact us on: 

T: 01388 528139 (Wed to Fri) or, 

Email: workmau@aol.com 
and arrange a meeting. 


ITS PROM TIME! 

Year 11 students around the district enjoyed celebrating the end 
of compulsory education with posh American-style Proms. 

Youngsters donned prom dresses, suits and ties and enjoyed transportation in an array of vehicles 
to take them to their destinations to enjoy their last evening together before they go their separate 
ways. 

Wolsingham School pupils travelled to the Derwent Manor, near Consett where they watched 
Kacey Blenkinsop and Josh Brewster crowned Prom King and Queen. 

The Prom evenings are not established as a rite of passage for young people, to enjoy dressing up 
for an evening of fun and emotion as their school days come to an end. 

Parkside Academy pupils enjoyed their leavers' prom at Rockliffe Hall, Darlington. Congratulations 
to Emily Nicholson, from Parkside, who will now proceed to Queen Elizabeth 6th Form College, 
Darlington to study A Levels. Alana Bridgewater and her boyfriend Aidan Shield were crowned 
Parkside's Prom King and Queen. 

St John's pupils enjoyed their prom at Wynyard Hall, where they saw Neve Ringwood crowned 
Prom Queen. Good luck to you all on your new ventures! 

You all looked like kings and queens to us! 

See page 4 for photos 

(If you'd like your prom photo in the next edition, see page 2 for contact details) 


Heavy Horse Show at Tow Law 


THE eighth annual 
Clydesdale Show was held 
at Dapple Farm, High Stoop, 
near Tow Law, recently. 

The gentle giants of the 
equine world drew a fairly 
large crowd on a beautifully 
sunny Sunday morning with 
the event lasting all day. 

There were eight classes, 
including Foal, Mare and 
Foal, Yearling, pairs and 
ridden classes. The Young 
Handler Class winner 
qualified for the 2019 
Highland Show too. 

Owners travelled long distances in some 
cases to be there but there were also local 
competitors, including, of course, Gary 
Gorman whose Dapple Farm hosts the show. 
Louise Taylor, formerly of Lanehead, took part 


Supreme champion Dapple Duchess 
with owner Gary Gorman 


in the ridden class on Bogton Gladiator - 
or Gus as his stable name is - belonging 
to Tracey Rust from Halifax. Gus had only 
been in training for the class a matter of 
a few weeks when Louise took him into 
the ring. He did very well and the judges 
had a hard time deciding the winner and 
although Gus wasn't the chosen one, he 
was given some valuable experience from 
his very first show. 


Owners were more than happy for visitors 
to stroke and pat their animals, clearly Louise Taylor riding Bogton Gladiator 

happy, too, in answering any questions 
about them. These giants, whose huge 

power was obvious, were replaced on farms many years ago when the tractor was invented. Some 
rightly think that was a great shame because work horses they are. 

The Supreme Champion of the show, who also took first in her class, Best Female and best animal 
bred by an exhibitor was Dapple Duchess, owned by Gary Gorman on whose farm the show was 
held. Gary also bred the mare's mother. He was naturally delighted with the outcome. 


The event was greatly enjoyed 
Left: by participants and visitors alike. 

Emily Lewis 

with Oliver from Wylam 


Reminder that Reservoirs are no swim zones 


WITH temperatures continuing to rise, 
Northumbrian Water is reminding everyone 
that they should never attempt to swim in its 
reservoirs, as there are very serious dangers 
hidden below the surface. 

Hidden dangers can include machinery, 
extremely cold water, unknown depths 
and strong underwater currents. This is 
why Northumbrian Water operates a 'no 
unauthorised swimming 1 policy at its reservoirs 
across the North East. 

Water is pumped from these reservoirs 
through to the water supply chain, so even 
the strongest of swimmers can get into serious 
difficulty. 

Cold water shock is another very serious 
safety concern, as it can kill in less than a 
minute. Even when the sun is out and the 
weather is hot, the water underneath the 
surface can be really cold as the heat of the sun 


cannot reach it. 

Don Coe, Northumbrian Water's Waterside 
Parks operations manager, said: "We want 
people get out and enjoy the good weather, 
but not at the expense of their own safety and 
that of their friends and family. There is always 
the temptation to have fun wherever there 
is water, but please be aware that reservoirs 
contain a number of hidden dangers, which 
make them unsuitable for swimming or 
paddling. 

"People are also often not as aware as they 
should be of issues such as cold water shock. 
This can prove fatal as people's bodies react to 
the temperature change and they lose their 
ability to respond and save their own lives." 
Northumbrian Water offers the following 
advice to help people stay safe around water: 
• Take notice of any safety advice or warning 
signs, such as, no swimming signs, a red flag or 


"danger deep water" signs. 

• Always accompany children. Stay close to the group 
you are with and stay in sight at all times 

• Never go near water if you are under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs - this is the number one cause of 
water-related deaths. 

• Stay clear of strong currents, weirs, rapids and 
reservoir edges. 

• Watch out for slippery banks, soft sand and rocks. 

• Messing around can be dangerous - don't splash 
water at other people or push them over. 

• Never go deeper than welly height when playing in 
rivers, as the strong current can easily knock you over. 

• Cover any cuts and scratches with waterproof 
plasters. Weil's Disease can be caught from rat urine. 

• Learn to swim - it could save your life. 

For more information on staying safe around water 
see www.nwl.co.uk/your-home/learn-about-water/ 
water-safety.aspx 


ADVERTISING 


SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 

PAINTING & DRAUGHT PROOFING SERVICE 
FULL JOINERY & BUILDING SERVICE 

07718 494 937 


Daisy Chain 

FLORIST 

Flowers for zJI occasions 

Tel. Stanhope: (01388) 528868 ff? 
www.daisychainfloristweardale.co.uk 


Weardale Funeral Services 

t Esta6CisHecC Coca!family 6usiness 
Offering a caring 24 dour service 
(private Cdapef of (pest 

Traditional Funerals 
Memorials and Inscriptions 
Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
Covering Weardale and 
surrounding areas 

<7 ef, (PauC: 01388 528045 
9do6iCe: 0770 341 0765 



SEASONED 
HARDWOOD LOGS 


available from 

WARD TIMBER Ltd. 

Rogerley Sawmill, 
Frosterley 

Tel: (01388) 528362 

Email: sales@wardtimber.co.uk 

(collection only) 


p 


Lapwing 

Computers 

Sales, service & support for 
businesses, charities & home users 


• PCs, laptops & servers 

• Network installation & support 

• Wireless networks 

• Virus removal 

• Repairs & upgrades 

• Support contracts 

01388 537337 • www.lapwing.net 


positivesolutions 

altogether individual 

Pensions 

Mortgages 

Protection 

Investments 

Graeme Spratt 
Financial Adviser 


T 01207 580357-M 07885 899476 
E graemespratt@thinkpositive.co.uk 
W www.graemespratt.co.uk 
27 Victoria Road • Consett • DH8 5AY 




















































Some of the girls including Hannah Batson, who was wheel-chair 

bound after an accident 


Emily Nicholson 


PROM2018 


Amy and Jade Hall 
from Wolsingham 


Brad Thorburn and Carrie Hennon 


Kate Varley 


Millie Tinkler 


Alana Bridgewater 
and boyfriend Aidan Shield 


Stevie-Louise Percival, Evie Fatkin and Jodie Davis 


Liuuy 4-UIICII 





Sam Pounder 


Declan Coates 


Abbie Scott & Alicia Pearce 
Prom Princess at Parkside 


Summer Jewitt Carla Rowley 


Max and April 


Sian Lyons 


Higgenbotham 


Elise Cunningham 


Caitlin Boughey 


Imogen Docherty 


Georgine Hayes 
from Westgate 


Josh Spencer and Lucy Trotter 


Sarah Lee from 
St John's Chapel 


Katie Patterson 


























































































































Weardale Gazette • 25 July - 7 August 2018 • www.weardalegazette.co.uk • Find us on Facebook 


Page 5 


The Merry Midwife 
-RETIRES- 


A MIDWIFE who has spent 42 years serving the 
public as an employee of the NHS has retired. 

Anne Hodgson from Stanhope retired on 
the day the NHS turned 70 and has delivered 
hundreds of babies over the 36 years as a 
midwife. Her friends, colleagues and family 
attended a retirement party held in West 
Auckland where a 'This is your Midwife' tribute 
was paid during the celebrations. Present and 
former colleagues paid some moving tributes 
to the mother-of-two who is married to long- 
suffering husband, Russell. Emotions in the hall 
ran high as Anne was described as committed, 
dedicated, passionate about midwifery and 
someone who went above and beyond the call 
of duty. 

A grandmother of two grandsons, she 
refused to let the emotion overwhelm her and, 
as always, found something to laugh about as 
she was showered with gifts, flowers and cards 
by the scores of colleagues. 

Anne attended Wolsingham School along 
with her twin sister, Sue, who went on to be 
a teacher. She stayed into the 6th form and 



Anne with Baby Ivy, who is the last baby 
she helped bring into the world 



left after A levels to take up a career in 
nursing, beginning her training at the 
RVI, Newcastle. 

She said, "I only ever wanted to be a 
midwife but then you had to undertake 
general nursing before you could train 
to be a midwife. 

"I did my General Nursing at the RVI, 
working as a staff nurse in theatre, I 
did enjoy my time there and this gave 
me a good grounding for the rest of 
my career. I still remember washing 
out the metal bed pans and making 
sure they were warm enough for the 
patients and woe betide if they were 
too hot! 

"However, it was very therapeutic 
making them nice and shiny. Now, of 
course, everything is disposable/' 

Anne trained as a midwife at Bishop 
Auckland General Hospital, continuing to 
work there after she qualified. She moved 
to Darlington Memorial Hospital when the 
services changed at Bishop Auckland and 
spent the last ten years as Labour Ward Co¬ 
ordinator. When to retire was a big decision 
for Anne, having been a midwife for most 
of her life but night shift and unsocial hours 
influenced her decision. 

"It's the start of a new chapter in my life," 
said Anne. " And I look forward to having more 
time and freedom to pursue hobbies and 
interests, enjoy coffee with my friends and 
spend time with family, two lovely grandsons 
and friends. 

"I will miss being a midwife and supporting 
women in childbirth. I have been very 
privileged to have been in this role for so 
many years, and although I have seen many 
changes along the way, some better than 
others, it is still the most amazing job and I 
am proud to be a midwife/' 

Anne has indeed shared the most important 
milestones of countless of women's lives, 
being in charge of their births. Her humour 
and pleasant personality have seen her 
through the difficult times in the labour ward, 
the occasional trauma and the families have 
been eternally grateful for her expertise 
and careful midwifery practice. Midwifery is 
surely the oldest profession in the world and 
Anne is one of its stars, known throughout 


the region's nursing world for her knowledge 
and caring bedside manner. 

She is also well-known within her 
community where she was brought up 
and attended local schools. If there is a 
volunteer needed, Anne never hesitates to 
offer her help. One of the founder member 
of the Friends of the Weardale Community 
Hospital, she is always available to man a 
stall, sell raffle tickets or give help whenever 
it is needed. She has often been described 
as the 'salt of the earth' and her former 
colleagues queued up to pay tribute to her. 

One, who described her as the 'most 
dedicated midwife', told how in the winter 
months, having to travel so far away to 
her work, she would always pack a change 
of clothing in case she was snowbound in 
Darlington. And Anne was always ready to 
stay and work a double shift. She never left 
a patient in labour until the baby was safely 
born. 

Guests at the retirement party held at the 
Manor House in West Auckland, who included 
colleagues past and present, including one 
who Anne did her initial training with in 
Newcastle 42 years ago, enjoyed a hot buffet 
and disco. It was a wonderful evening with 
guests lining up to shower her with praise, 
thanks and gifts. 

And so, the 'Merry Midwife' retires 
-the NHs will never be the same again! 



to t&e ScUto* 


The views expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily those of the 
editor, staff or directors of Weardale Publishing & Printing Co. Ltd. 


Tony Ayton 

Margery, Elizabeth, John and James would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and neighbours for their kindness, 
support and sympathy during Tony's illness. 

Also for all the cards, flowers and donations received 
for The British Heart Foundation. 

Special thanks to the doctors, District Nurses, Paul and 
his team at Weardale Funeral Services and Deacon Sue 


Leaving the Dale 

After more than 18 years in this stunningly 
beautiful Dale it is sadly necessary for us 
to move away and be closer to our family. 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude and best wishes 
to everyone who has helped make us so welcome 
and happy in this glorious part of England. 
Once settled we hope to make the occasional return 
visit. We are privileged to have lived in such a special 
part of the country. Be happy and God bless you all. 


Stanhope Music Festivals 

The last two weekends in June blessed us not only with exceptional weather but also two 
consecutive Friday and Saturdays of live music in Stanhope with stellar line ups spanning 
a wide range of music genres. A big congratulations to the organisers who pulled these 
two mini-festivals together. As a bit of a veteran of such events, these were possibly the 
friendliest, least hassle, reasonably priced and most importantly, most enjoyable that I have 
attended. 

Thanks also to fellow festival go-ers who made it fun and gave it that special atmosphere. 
It has certainly put Stanhope and the Dale on the 'music map' and I look forward to similar 
star-studded line ups next year. (Any chance next year of Sea Sick Steve for Northern Kinfest 
please..?) - Keep up the great work. 

Ian Newton, via email 


Memories in Frosterley 

For the past 41 years, there has been an Exhibition of photographs, history and artefacts in 
either the Village Hall or the Methodist Chapel at Frosterley. 

For a variety of reasons, there will be no Exhibition over the August Bank Holiday 
weekend this year. My friend Carol has spent many hours helping to put information and 
photographs together in folders and albums. 


Chris and Sandra Stapleton, via email 


80 th Birthday 

I would like to thank my daughter and son-in- 
law, Nicola and David, for the surprise party 
they organised for my 80th birthday. 

It was lovely to see so many family and 
friends - and thank you for all the cards and 
presents I received. 

Thank you also to the Durham Dales Centre 
for the lovely buffet they provided. 

Heather Dawson 



Instead of the usual Exhibition, 
there will be a number of days in 
future months when these and the 
old scrap books will be available 
at the village hall for you to come 
and look at and read. There will 
probably be photographs on 
display also. 

A big thank you to all who have 
help over the last 41 years as well 
as the people who gave me much 
valuable information. 

Judith Bainbridge, Frosterley 


ADVERTISING 


Domestic Bliss Cleaning Servives 

Call Leigh-Anne 07753 121064 


Christine's Unisex Hair & Beauty, 

4 The Butts, Stanhope, (01388) 528348 


Bespoke Picture Framing Service 

Here in the heart of Weardale 
Call John on 07908 573045 
www.northpenninestudios.co.uk 

North Pennine Studios, 

Earnwell Cottage, 7 Front Street, Ireshopeburn DL13 1HA 


Maurice Hogarth 

Furniture Maker 

Unit 1, Burnfoot Ind. Est.St. John's Chapel 

• Fitted and free-standing furniture. 

Internal and external doors 
and frames supplied. 

• Radiator cabinets • Garage doors 
• Skirting boards • Architraves 

• Window boards. 

• Hardwood and Softwood timber 
supplied and MDF & Plywood, 
all cut to size. 

Special offer: Solid wood chopping 
boards in Beech or Ash £20 each 

Tel: 077 656 87831 

Web: www.mauricehogarth.co.uk 


D 

D 

DURHAM & DALES 

C 

P 

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 


For safe, effective, professional & affordable help with 
Anxiety (panic, worry, phobias, OCD, etc), 
Relationship issues (selfesteem, betrayal, anger, etc), 
Depression, Trauma, Grief, Stress, & more (see website) 

: 01388 443200 WWW.ddcp.tO.uk 


Wellbeing in Weardale 

The nature of worry 

Unlike anxiety, which is experienced in the 
body (e.g. racing heart, nausea), worry 
occurs in the mind. It typically takes the 
form of a series of "what if...?" questions. 
We usually respond to these questions by 
mentally planning what we might do in a 
given situation. 

A moderate amount of worry can be 
helpful e.g. "what if the holiday money 
is more expensive at the airport?" It 
probably is helpful to consider this in order 
to plan accordingly. 

We can get into trouble when we worry 
about problems instead of taking action 
to solve them e.g. we never actually make 
a plan to pick up the holiday money in 
advance and so we continue to worry 
about it. Also, it becomes a problem when 
we worry about hypothetical situations 
over which we actually have very little 
control e.g. "what if the plane crashes?" 

This is when worry starts to generate 
anxiety. We feel under threat from a 
build up of unsolved problems and from 
the catastrophes generated by our own 
imaginations. 

Psychological therapy can become 
necessay if we get stuck in these patterns. 
But, it may be enough to start tackling 
problems instead of avoiding them and 
to try to accept that the catastrophes we 
imagine are possible, even if they are not 
probable. This involves accepting the hard 
fact of having limited control over our 
lives. What if an asteteriod hits the Earth? 

Dr Daniel Blackman 
Durham & Dales Clinical Psychology 
www.ddcp.co.uk 
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Jean reaches 90! 

A LADY from Crook who sang for years in 
Stanhope Choral Society celebrated her 90th 
birthday last month. 

Jean Cowing has led a life of service to her 
community and continues despite her great 
age. Born in Crook to Tom Henderson and Ellen 
(nee Simpson), she attended the local school 
taught by Miss Taylor. She recalled Miss Taylor 
lifting her up on to the big rocking horse in the 
classroom and kept in touch with her old teacher 
up until she died. 

After leaving school, she became 
a maid to Mr Crawshaw, a dentist 
but left after three weeks and went 
to work in Currah's grocery store in 
Commercial Street - the building is 
now the Blue Stone Coffee shop 

She also went to train as a Nursery Nurse in 
Leeds and after qualifying, journeyed to London 
to look after the children of a doctor. 

Jean met and married Bill Cowing, a miner and 
the couple went to live in Sunniside in a colliery 
house before moving to Roddymoor and then 
into the old Manse in Reservoir Terrace, Stanley, 
rented from the Methodist Minister. 

Jean is a life-long Methodist and still not 
only attends Dawson Street church but serves 
on the church council there. In fact, it is where 
she hosted an afternoon tea party for family and 
friends to celebrate her birthday. 

Last month, she helped Baroness Hilary 
Armstrong, her second cousin, to open the 
Flower Festival there and has been involved with 
the chapel for many, many years. 

Jean and Bill had three children, Linda who 
was awarded the MBE for her services to children 
in her work as manager of the children's home 
in Tow Law: Brian who is a retired Inspector for 
the Scottish equivalent of the RSPCA and runs his 
own Ceiliedh band; Ruth who has worked for 32 
years as a nurse in Intensive Care. 

Jean worked for 20 years as a civil servant 
at the National Savings in Durham City but she 
also found the time to serve as a magistrate 



for almost 30 years. She rose to be Deputy 
Chairman of the Teesdale and Wear Valley 
Bench, sitting on cases in Stanhope and 
Wolsingham magistrates' courts as well as 
at Bishop Auckland and Barnard Castle and 
was known for her no-nonsense approach to 
justice. She was also Chairman of the Family 
Panel, previously known as the Domestic Court 
and served on the Licensing Bench, visiting 
pubs and clubs and granting licences. 

Jean recalled visiting Cambridge University 
for training in her role as Chairman of the 
Family Bench and even travelling as far as 
Kendal to preside over cases. She was also 
a member of the Probation Committee and 
enjoyed her work as a magistrate. 

In the little spare time she had, Jean enjoyed 
singing and was a member of Stanhope Choral 
Society for many years as well as singing in the 
choir at Dawson Street from the age of ten 
years old! 

"I liked singing," she said. And her two 
daughters have followed her with Linda in 
two local choirs and Ruth, a professional 
singer when she isn't nursing! "All three of my 
children are musical." 

At Stanhope, when she gave up singing, she 
would compere the annual concert, asked by 
the leader, Isobel Rossall. In her flowing long 
dress, Jean added panache to the proceedings, 
introducing the programme and interspersing 
the singing with her knowledge. 

Jean is still very active in her local community, 
serving on the board of new Leisure Centre at 
Peases West and on the Patient Participation 
Group at North House Surgery. She takes an 
interest in everything that is happening in her 
home town, even working for four years to try 
and bring a Town Council to Crook. 

"Not to have won that battle for a town 
council was the biggest disappointment of my 
life," sighed Jean. "But apart from that, I have 
no regrets whatsoever about anything I have 
done or said in my life." 

For her 80th birthday, Jean was asked 
to be the Crook Town Carnival Queen 
and appeared dressed 
as Queen Victoria! 

She explained that in 1928, she was the 
first baby born during the town's three-day 
carnival and her parents were presented with 
the 'Carnival pram', a gift from Robinson's 
'Top Shop'. She was known in the town as the 
'Carnival baby' so being Carnival Queen 80 
years later was very fitting. Almost a decade 
later, her cousin was the recipient of the 
'Coronation Pram' from Robinsons when he 
was born during the Coronation celebrations 
of King George VI. 

Jean is a huge monarchist and was 
delighted when she was invited to 
the Buckingham Palace Garden Party 
a few years ago, for her voluntary 
work in the town and the courts. 

It was one of the most memorable days of her 
life - and she has had many. 



Jean is determined to continue to serve her 
community and shows no signs of slowing 
down, despite suffering a brain haemorrhage 
when she was 58 years old. She has four 
grandchildren - Fiona, Gareth, Ben and 
Rhianna, and five great-grandchildren, Sam, 
Ben, Sophia, Francesca and Mia to keep her 
busy too. 

The family spoke as one when they paid 
tribute to Jean. 'Our mam, our inspiration 
for living, the cement that holds us together, 
our friend and mentor and it's her influence 
that introduced us to our love of music, we 
are so proud and privileged to call her mam/ 
"I had brain surgery in Newcastle Hospital," 
she said. "But lived to tell the tale." And 
lived to serve her community. Long may it 
last! 

Happy birthday, 

Jean. 


NHS 70 Years Young 

Cont'dfrom page 9 

to travel and work to provide healthcare in 
developing countries, perhaps as part of a 
humanitarian aid organisation. 

She says that since starting Medical School 
in 2012, she has seen big changes in the NHS. 
'It's a fantastic environment to learn in and 
the staff who work within it are invaluable 
and, for the most part, truly embody the ethos 
of the NHS. However, I've seen widespread 
disillusionment. Jeremy Hunt's 2016 reform 
of Junior Doctor contracts was a huge blow 
to morale for myself and my peers who work 
incredibly hard. 

'Cuts and increasingly unrealistic 
performance targets see staff stretched very 
thin. On a daily basis I see staff who strive to 
do the very best for their patients, but are 
limited by organisational issues.' 

Sian thinks in the next few years the biggest 
challengesforthe NHS include recruitment and 
reliance on migrant workers, creating a more 
supportive environment for NHS staff and 
supporting care in the community as much as 


Hunstanworth 
Village Hall 

needs your Tesco votes 

HUNSTANWORTH Village Hall Renovation 
Project token slot is now live in three Tesco 
stores in the Consett area after the committee 
applied to the 'bags for life' fund. 

This is funded through money made from 
people buying carrier bags www.tesco.com/ 
carrier-bags/ 

The project needs to receive as many tokens in 
the slot as possible! You are given tokens each 
time you shop in the store, and simply vote for 
your preferred project on your way out. 

The Village Hall Renovation Project will be 
featured in the 3 stores between 1st July and 
31st August. The stores the project is featured 
in include; Consett (the big store), Annfield 
Plain and Blackhill (small one up Blackhill 
bank). 

This funding will enable the renovation 
of the interior of the larger part of the hall, 
which is currently unsuitable for use, but is in 
high demand! The project will require more 
funding than this, but this will allow us to 
make a start. Renovating this part of the hall 
will make the space safe, warm and useable, 
building on the excellent work already done in 
the entrance hall, WC facilities and kitchen. It 
will allow the community to use the larger hall 
for yoga, children's birthday parties, book club 
and many other events all year round rather 
than having to fit into the tiny kitchen space! 

The Committee has already secured the 
funding from Weardale Action Partnership's 
Community Building Fund for the exterior 
work, which is starting now. This will make the 
hall weathertight, improve the windows and 
guttering and allow the hall to be painted. 

Please encourage friends/family/colleagues 
that may shop in these stores to vote. 


possible, as access to healthcare still remains 
an issue in rural areas such as Weardale. She 
would also like to see increased funding for 
mental health services, where waiting lists 
are the longest, and an effort made to make 
healthcare provision less polarised around the 
country. 

'Having grown up in the North East and 
living in London for the past six years, I see the 
wealth of services available and ease of access 
to healthcare differs greatly. 'I do think that my 
Mam and Grandma and I share fundamentally 
similar viewpoints on the NHS. 

'It's very interesting talking to Grandma 
about working in the NHS and the progress that 
she has seen since she qualified (for example, 
seeing the introduction of the NHS, and the 
first antibiotics). 

'I think that for those who worked in my 
Grandma's generation, there is more of a 
feeling of optimism in and of loyalty towards 
the NHS. However, a lot of my peers and myself 
feel the pull of practising medicine abroad 
in conditions that are more supportive for 
doctors. 

'This has led to some 
interesting discussions../ 


Long-serving firefighter retires 

A LONG-serving firefighter at Stanhope station has 
retired. 

Mike Leatherland, (pictured right) who lives at 
Crawleyside, joined the brigade 15 years ago and retired as 
Crew Manager. He has attended countless incidents over 
the years and is known by the crew as 'Sgt Wilson' because 
of his gentlemanly manner. 

Mike said, "I will miss the thrill of the call-out, the 
camaraderie. I have been very proud to wear the uniform 
of a firefighter and enjoy the respect from the public." 

His colleagues are very sorry to see him go. Watch 
Manager, Edwin Craggs, described Mike as a very polite, 

'real' gentleman. There have been many memorable 
incidents over the years, some tragic but others with 
happy endings, including animal rescues. 

Mike is going to be a huge miss at the station, but we wish him a long and happy 
retirement. 




The team at Stanhope with Mike 
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3 Towns Partnership funds holiday activities 

3 TOWNS Partnership has funded several organisations to organise holiday activities during the summer holidays this year. 

The Grant panel, made up of 3 Towns Partnership Board members met recently to make the difficult decisions about which projects would receive 
a share of £8,000 allocated by the Partnership for holiday activities during the summer holidays. The panel received 11 applications totalling almost 
£13,000. The following applications were successful: 


Project name 

Organisation 

Grant Request 

Description 

Natural High Summer Fun 

Natural High 

£660 

Four days of Dance, drama and music workshops 
around the musical 'Hairspray' 

Lest we Forget 

Jack Drum Arts 

£980 

A Cultural Trip to London to the Imperial War Museum 
- research for a forthcoming play 

Summer Family Cooking 

Pre-school learning alliance 

£902 

Five sessions around Healthy Cooking for families in 4 venues 

Wildlife Days 

Durham Wildlife Trust 

£1,320 

Three Introduction to wildlife/wildlife craft sessions 
and a full day visit to Low Barnes Nature Reserve 

Mischief Makers 

DCC 

£1,342 

Four weeks of craft sessions in both Crook and Willington libraries. 

A magician will also do at show at both venues 

Children and Young People 

Willington Youth AFC 

£1,000 

Three days of Football Holiday camps in Willington 

Holiday Programme 

Spectrum 

£1,162 

Daily sessions (29 in total) of holiday activities including: sports, board games, arts 
and crafts, roller skating and bouncy castles, throughout the 6 weeks holidays 

Crook Town AFC 

Youth Summer Taster Sessions 

Crook Town AFC Youth 

£628 

Two football sessions for 3-6 year olds. 


Witton-le-Wear Primary school 
celebrates 50th anniversary 

A VILLAGE primary school celebrated its 50th birthday last month. 

There has been a school in Witton-le-Wear since at least the 17th century but the present day 
primary school was built and opened on 27 June 1968 and last month, past pupils joined present 
ones along with parents, both past and present and staff to celebrate its 50th anniversary. It 
was County Councillor William Nattrass, Chairman of the Education Committee, who officiated 
in 1968, unveiling the opening plaque, probably in front of teachers and governors and when Mr 
Arkless was the head teacher. 

Last month, governors and staff again turned out, including the village historian, Anne Yuill, who 
organised a fine display of artefacts and memorabilia of education in the village. In her book, A 
Witton Wander, she outlines the history of education in Witton-le-Wear, which was once home 
to a successful grammar school. It was the Rev John Farrer curate of Witton-le-Wear and later 
Hamsterley too, who supplemented his meagre wages by opening a grammar school. He and his 
assistants taught classics to around 100 pupils. By 1835, the school was closed. 

But in 1807, an MP named Samuel Whitbread 
proposed the introduction of a Poor Law to ensure that 
all children between the ages of 7 and 14 years were 
offered an education. It never happened but in Witton- 
le-Wear concerns about education established the 
Voluntary Parish School in 1818. This was situated in a 
small building on Clemmy Bank that was later used for 
many groups, including Brownies until it was sold and 
turned into a private house. 

The Board School was established in 1873 and was 
in the building now used as the community centre until 
1968 when the new school was built. 

And so it was that the children in the school - almost 
90 now on roll - entertained visitors and guests while 
the adults enjoyed an afternoon tea and drank in the 
history of education. They also heard plans for the new nursery, which will open in September 
from head teacher, Mark Stephenson, the longest serving in the school's history with 15 years 
under his belt. There have been only five head teachers in its 50 years, including Mike Clough and 
Tim Gunn, who went on to lead Wolsingham Primary school. 

The children had entered a competition to design a 50th anniversary logo, which was won by 
Jacey Gibson, a Year 6 pupil who saw her winning entry put on to T shirts for her peers to wear. 

Anne Yuill also composed a book of Memories with every child in the school writing down their 
most memorable moments - each child was presented with a copy. 

Mr Stephenson was delighted with the success of the event. "It had a real community feel to the day/' he said. "We erected a marquee in the grounds and each class 
entertained with a performance for those attending. This included our woodwind pupils on flute and clarinet, making music." 

All in all, it was a wonderful day, a memorable event to celebrate a school's half century. Photos by Anne Yuill 



Some of the children enjoying tea 



Sylvia Short spots someone she knows in the display 



The village Wl members serving tea 





Heritage Group formed in Witton-le-Wear 


A HERITAGE group has been formed in Witton-le-Wear with the aim of collecting stories from 
'within living memory' and from education within the village. 

A grant of £850 has been awarded by the Weardale Area Action Partnership to help kick start 
this work. Anne Yuill, who has written history books about the village said, "Our village has a 
great history but much of recent history is locked within individual’s memories. We wish to 
collect this information and develop an archive for future generations." 

The Parish Church of St Philip and St James in Witton le Wear has offered a space to start 
this project and held a session last month and another is planned for July 29th between 2 and 

4pm. The inaugural session was held to 
coincide with the village's annual 'Open 
Gardens' where many people - villagers 
and former villagers - attended to share their memories. 

One of these was Margaret Peacock who had taught 
in both the County School, which is now the Community 
Centre, and also the 'new primary school' that celebrated 
its 50th anniversary last month. Margaret also taught for 
a term at Wolsingham School, invited by headmaster, Sid 
Dand. 

Anne is also keen to find any information on Witton- 
le-Wear Grammar School, the history of which has 
been almost forgotten. If anyone has any information 
they would like to share, contact Anne Yuill via email at 

kanda98@sky.com 

Ed Short welcomes visitors 
Joan and Christina view the exhibition to his Open Garden 


Anne Yuill (centre) with Margaret Peacock and her 

daughter Sue 


ADVERTISING 


WEARDALE PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI 

Luxury 4,8 and 16 seater vehicles available 

Tel: (01388) 537800 


PETER'S PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI 
8 Seater Luxury Mini-Bus 

Airports • Hospitals • Nights Out 
Tel: (01388) 527812 & 0776 596 9711 


CURTAINS & ROMAN BLINDS 
Hand-made 

We also sell fabrics and 
do alterations 

Ring Glenda 01833 630 906 

for estimate anytime 


WE-AR VALLEY VAN HIRE 


West Park Farm, Helme Park, 

Tow Law, Bishop Auckland, DL13 4NR 

Tel: 07860 839301 / (01388) 731088 


Vans from £30 per day 
Contract hire 
from £80 per week 


Fully comprehensive insurance included 
Over 25s only 

Collection & delivery service available 


MIKE RICHARDSON 
PAINTING 
& DECORATING 

Interior/Exterior Painting/Paper Hanging 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

All work fully guaranteed 
*FREE QUOTES* 

Tel: (01388) 517929 / 07960 248026 

Discounts for OAPs 


SOOTYS 

ELECTRIC CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 



• No Mess • No Fuss 

• Reasonable Rates 

• Clean and Efficient 

Phone 01388 834084 

Stuart: 07752870248 


CR0ZIER ROOFING 


Slating • Tiling • Stone 
Lead Work • 

All aspects of Roofing 

Tel: 01207 590767 


ALSTON ROAD GARAGE 


MIDDLETON-IN-TEESDALE 
on the B6277 Alston Road 

Open: Mon-Fri 8am-7.00pm, Sat 8am-6.30pm 

Your Ford dealer and authorised 
repairer in South West Durham 

• MOT Testing including Diesels 

• Servicing & Repairs to most brands 

• Tyres and Alignment 

• FORD Cars, Rangers and Vans 

• Motability Dealer Partner 

• Ford-Direct Nearly-new Cars 

• Used Cars 

View online at 

alstonroadgarage.co.uk 


Please ring for more 
information or a quote 

(01833) 640213 
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SCHOOL NEWS 


Hill Top Archaeology Project (HTAP) By Jane Herron 

AN archaeology survey has begun across the Tow Law 
ward. 

School children, from the four primary schools 
within the ward, were invited to search for and bag 
items which are found in their gardens and allotments. 

Children are asked not to go digging for potential items 
but rather search around pre-disturbed ground. 

Paul Stokes, from the Hill Top project, visited the 
four schools to explain to children what items of 
interest they might find. Each child was given a large 
zip-lock bag and a note card to write where their items 
were found, along with instructions for cleaning and 
preserving their items. Participants were told that some 
may find nothing of interest; the location searched 
should still be documented as this was explained to be 
as important as an area with multiple finds. 

Such was the popularity of the project, older 
children adults and organisations were also invited 
to contribute to the survey. Stanley Crook Primary 
School children took their task very seriously and most 
children brought in multiple finds. Among some of the 
items of interest were animal bones (of various sizes), 
pottery, a brick with writing on it, handmade medicine 
bottles, clay pipes, a half penny from 1927 and a union 
button from Cornsay Lodge. 

The children's items were taken away for evaluation 
and the project will return the items as well as 
giving feedback to all those who took part; when all 
participants will find out if there is any history in their 
garden! 

Photos: 

Top right: Some of the pupils with their finds 
Right: Array of Finds from Stanley Crook 



Schoolchildren put language skills to the test 



The winning St John's team from the Durham event 
L-R: Abby Barnes, Chloe Wright, Eve Rose, Elena Cook, Morgan Nielsen-Anderson & Millie Fodden 


SCHOOLCHILDREN from across the region have been putting their language skills to the test to 
help attract overseas visitors to a County Durham town. 

Pupils from schools from all over the north east have taken part in competitions at two of 
the region's universities, which saw them asked to come up with presentations in French and 
Spanish to encourage foreign tourists to come to Bishop Auckland. The European Apprentice was 
organised by Europe Direct Durham, which is managed by Durham County Council and seeks to 
raise awareness and understanding about the European institutions and their programmes in the 
north east. 

The events were held at Durham and Newcastle Universities with students and staff from both 
sites and representatives of The Auckland Project joining in. 

They saw 90 young people taking part in a day long series of language challenges; testing 
their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. The children were asked to reply to online 
comments, listen to promotional tourism videos and craft a compelling advert to make visitors 
want to come to County Durham. Representatives of the universities gave the schoolchildren an 
insight into what it's like to study at the two sites. Those from The Auckland Project provided the 
young people with information about all the town has to offer tourists. 

The winning team at the Durham event was an all-girl group of year ten students from St 
John's RC School and Sixth Form in Bishop Auckland. Winners of the Newcastle event came from 
Cardinal Hume Catholic School in Gateshead. 

Cllr Ossie Johnson, the council's Cabinet member for tourism, arts and culture, said: "It was 
great to see the Durham competition being won by a team from Bishop Auckland given the whole 
idea of the event was to promote their town. Language skills are hugely important for our visitor 
economy. Events like these allow young people to learn about employment opportunities which 
make use of these skills. 

"The ability to speak a foreign language is as important in some roles as ICT." 

Philip Robertson, head of modern foreign languages at St John's who accompanied its winning 
team, said: 

"It was a wonderful day, and great to see such talented students 
develop and use their Spanish to great effect. 

I'm very proud of all of the girls and the effort they made to win the competition" 

Europe Direct Durham is managed by the council's international relations team and is directly 
supported by the European Commission. 


From ugly duckling to a swan 
Elite turned into houses 



Reece & Alan McKenna from Weardale Properites outside the old Elite, now made into houses 


THE once popular meeting place where countless couples had their first meeting has been turned into plush 
new houses. 

The Elite Hall, Crook, the subject of millions of memories of dances, parties, weddings and more, has been 
turned into six houses by the Frosterley-based Weardale Properties. The Elite Hall was built after the First 
World War and quickly became a popular meeting place for all ages. The dances of the 1940s/50s made it the 
place to be but over the years it had seen many and varied uses, including dog-training classes. The dawn of 
the disco was heralded there and it was the most popular place for wedding receptions as well as for group 
meetings. Eventually, taken over by the local council, it was re-named the Civic Hall and used for receptions, 
summer fayres, the annual council garden party and so much more, including the Town Twinning Association 
and eventually the headquarters of warden control. Ramar Dresses used it for their annual Christmas party 
and for get-togethers. It was the ultimate community building but in 2004, it was closed down by Wear Valley 
District Council, the door locked and everything left inside. 

The vandals descended, ripped out the wiring, left hypodermic needles around the place, put out all of the 
windows, including internal ones and generally smashed the place beyond repair. But the building was rescued 
by Bill Wood and his family from Frosterley, who had previously bought and renovated the former Queen's 

Head in Stanhope and converted it 
into luxury flats. They had a job on 
their hands and after applying to 
turn the former Elite into houses, 
found it was a long and arduous 
process. 

But the family aren't faint-hearted 
and they battled through the 
process, working all hours with 
their small team of local men, 
led by Bill's son-in-law, Allan 
McKenna and his son, Reece, 
who is the trainee manager of the 
company, to produce a first-class 
development. From the derelict 
building it became, the home of 
drug-addicts and vandals, it has 
become the most sought-after 
development in the town. 

Now a row of smart new homes, the six-bedroom show house tastefully decorated and furnished by Bill's artist 
granddaughter, Rachael McKenna and her colleague, Ashleigh. Using top-of-the-range materials, including 
oak flooring and stunning tiled bathrooms, every nook and cranny of the old building has been put to good use 
to create half a dozen luxurious houses carpeted with the company's own range. What was once 'Rotten Row' 
has become the palace of the town. 

21-year-old Reece McKenna showed the Gazette proudly around the development. The Trainee Manager has 
also had his hand in, helping to tile the bathrooms designed by his father, Allan. He explained the workforce 
had all been trained to be multi-skilled and worked above and beyond the call of duty to finish the project 
ahead of time. He showed us outside where across the narrow, council-owned road, are car parking spaces to 
serve the properties and to the rear, the gardens are under construction with a view of the imposing Catholic 
church just up the hill. The family has thought of everything and the houses are certain to be popular now they 
are about to go on sale. 

Weardale Properties 
certainly have turned 
the ugly duckling into a swan. 

For more information, 
contact Reeds Rains 
on 01388 767676 




Three generations of the family who have refurbished 
the building: Bill Wood, Alan and Reece McKenna 



County Hall turns blue to 
mark 70 years of the NHS 


DURHAM County Council's home turned blue as part of a national celebration of 70 years of the 
National Health Service. 

The entrance to the council's County Hall headquarters in Durham was illuminated in blue all day, 
as part of the NHS 70 programme. The health service was founded on 5 July 1948 and County Hall 
is one of over 70 buildings marking its birthday across the North, by being lit in blue for 24 hours. 
Many more landmarks across Britain are joining in #LightUpBlue, with Big Ben, the Houses of 
Parliament, Blackpool Tower and York Minster and the Tyne Bridge all taking part. 

The council works closely with the NHS in County Durham to improve the delivery of health and 
social care services. Through the County Durham Health and Wellbeing Board the council and the 
health service work closely with other partners to improve the health and wellbeing of residents 
and reduce health inequalities. 

Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, the council's Cabinet member for adult and health services and chair of 
the health and wellbeing board, said: "We are delighted to have turned the entrance to County 
Hall blue as part of this programme to celebrate 70 years of our National Health Service. 

"The NHS plays a vital role in the lives of all residents across County Durham, from delivering 
babies to supporting our elderly residents, and we are really proud of the work we do in partnership 
with the service to care for people and protect and improve their health and wellbeing. We should 
be all very grateful to NHS staff for looking after us 24/7." 
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70 th BIRTHDAY 


NHS Seventy Years Young 


Cont'd from front page 

Here in Weardale there are three 
generations of women - with a span 
of nearly 70 years between them - 
who work or have worked in the 
NHS, one from its very inception. 
Betty Pickard, now aged 91, was 18 
when she started training to be a 
nurse. Life was very different then - 
nurses had to be unmarried and she 
lived in nurses quarters at Bradford 
Royal Infirmary. When she was 21, 
as a newly qualified nurse, Betty, 
who lives in Westcroft in Stanhope, 
saw the very birth of the NHS. 

'I remember new practices being 
introduced in 1948, but there was 
no such thing as scans and modern 
day anaesthetics, and penicillin was 
only introduced as I was training/ 
she recalls. 

She remembers one patients with 
skin problems were given penicillin 
suspended in beeswax via a syringe, 


and it was very difficult to get it in. 
Betty says that many people didn't 
really appreciate all the changes that 
the NHS brought in. 'It was business 
as usual/ 

Betty trained later as a midwife and 
then a health visitor. She recalls one 
time having 60 patients on her books 
with tuberculosis (TB) in poor areas 
in Hull and how much work there was 
in looking afterthem and checking all 
their contacts. Travel was by bus and 
bike. 

Betty married Frank in 1961 (and 
needed special permission as a 
married woman to go on working). 
And after having her children, Judith 
and David, the family moved to 
Weardale in 1969. It wasn't long 
before she was working as a part 
time receptionist at the Weardale 
Practice and later as a Health Visitor, 


where she only ever saw two cases 
of TB. Although she retired in 1984, 
she remains active and interested. 
She is still a member of the local 
NHS Trust, a member of the Friends 
of Weardale Community Hospital 
and remains a passionate supporter 
of the NHS. 

Betty says one of the main 
challenges the NHS faces 
now is that of bureaucracy. 
"Too many rules and 
regulations. 

In the past, general 
cleanliness was the main 
thing, ensuring that a 
hospital ward ran smoothly/ 

To help alleviate the funding crisis, 
she also believes that those who 
have the money should be means 
tested and asked to contribute 
more to their care. 

Her daughter, Judith Hutchings, 
aged 53, is Business Manager at 
the Weardale Practice and lives at 
Ashcroft, Stanhope, with husband, 


Ian. She has had a varied career, 
included eight years as a volunteer 
coordinator at the Butterwick 
Hospice in Bishop Auckland, before 
joining the Weardale Practice in 
2014. Her job at the practice gives 
her a unique view on the entire 
provision. She says the demands on 
NHS services are very challenging. 

'The population is getting older 
and people have more complex 
needs. Which means the same pot 
of money is stretched further to try 
and provide what people need. And 
their expectations are much higher.' 

She says that the NHS in the future 
needs to be a more 'joined up' 
service and although a wonderful 
service, needs to change. She also 
says that considerations on the 
periphery of the NHS sometimes 
have the greatest impact. 

'Rural transport-the cost and the 
frequency - is one of the greatest 
challenges for our patients who are 
trying to access services in areas 
such as Weardale.' 

Judith's daughter, 24-year-old 
Sian, is in her fifth year studying 
medicine at University College 



London. Born in Weardale, she 
currently lives in Archway in London, 
but says when she graduates in July 
2019, she plans on moving back to 
the North East and complete her 
Foundation years in Newcastle. 

'Before that I'll be doing an eight- 
week elective in Sri Lanka, as I am 
interested in Global Health and 
practising medicine in low income 
countries', she says. Sian is leaning 
towards either Paediatrics or General 
Practice, but says she would love 
Cont'd on page 6 


Weardale Community Hospital 
celebrates NHS birthday 


THE Friends of the Weardale 
Community Hospital held an 
afternoon tea for visitors to celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of the NHS. 

There were displays of photographs 
and documents chronicling the life 
of the former Horn Hall Hospital and 
what it had grown into, a new building 
opening in 2002 as the Weardale 
Community Hospital. Friends' 
member, Glennis Robinson, who had 
masterminded the event, and who 
spent many years nursing both in Horn 
Hall and the new building, had many 
memories she was able to share. 

Horn Hall Hospital closed just before 
the new one opened - officially 
opened by Dr Prescott and Jean Proud 
from Ireshopeburn on 20 March 2002. 
Horn Hall had opened in 1900 as a 
sanatorium, complete with facilities 


for educating the young patients, the 
enterprise of Dr William Robinson. 
He had founded the Society for the 
Prevention and Cure of Consumption in 
1898 and afterwards a lease was taken 
on Horn Hall, which he had fitted out as 
a sanatorium complete with verandah 
and open-air shelters because his 
emphasis was based on the fact that 
fresh air healed. He was succeeded by 
Dr John Gray. 

Horn Hall Sanatorium ran just as Dr 
Robinson had planned for nine years 
and in 1910, became the Stanhope 
Sanatorium for Men and Boys, which 
ran right up to the war years, changing 
in 1945 to Horn Hall Sanatorium until 
1952 when it became a hospital, mainly 
for the elderly and disabled. Glennis 
Robinson has some fascinating tales 
from her time there when Matron 


Margaret Slater presided over staff. 

It was during Margaret Slater's 
time that Stanhope Silver Band 
would precede the full staff, in 
full uniform, marching down 
Stanhope's main street in a display 
that brought them the respect 
they deserved for their important 
work in the community. Today, 
as the NHS reaches 70 years old, 
the work continues, on the same 
site but in a smart, new building 
equipped with all the expectations 
of the modern day, practices and 
equipment that Dr Robinson could 
never have dreamed of, but his 
legacy continues. 

The Friends baked cakes and 
served the afternoon tea to visitors 
of patients in the hospital and also 
to the those who were attending 
the weekly Butterwick Hospice. 

It was a fitting way to celebrate 
the history of the NHS 
in Stanhope. 



Matron Louise West, Sister Jackie Hunter, with the Friends at the event 



A scene from the inside of the old Horn Hall Hospital 



Some recent staff with former Matron Julie Walton 




Stanhope Band leading the procession 
of nursing staff through Stanhope 


An Epic Tale of England's Health Service 

Kynren 'lights up blue' to celebrate the NHS 


County Hall turns blue to 
mark 70 years of the NHS 

In addition to the lighting up, the council is 
also marking 70 years of the NHS through 
an exhibition in the Durham County Record 
Office at County Hall. 

The exhibition shows how health care was 
dealt with before the NHS and how the 
challenges the service is facing have shifted 
from problems caused by lack of hygiene, 
malnutrition and overcrowded housing 
conditions, to those associated with a 
growing and ageing population, obesity and 
loneliness. It also highlights the amazing 
progress in medicine over the 70 years. 

Members of the public can visit the 
exhibition free of charge during office 
hours, by coming to main reception. It will 
be in place until the end of the year. 


KYNREN - An Epic Tale of England joined 
a national campaign in salute of the 70th 
anniversary of the NHS. 

The spectacular live action show in 
Bishop Auckland, celebrates England's 
greatest historic moments across 2,000 
years, and is among a number of buildings, 
historic monuments and high profile sites, 
that have 'lit up' in blue to mark the 
special birthday. 

40 NHS staff both past and present, 
who are among Kynren's 1,000 cast and 
crew, have also come together on the epic 
staging area for #LightUpBlue, all of whom 
give the extraordinary gift of time to 
Kynren's world-class performance, above 
and beyond their duties and dedication to 
an institution that has cared for so many 
generations. 


This year Kynren's performance is 
'In Remembrance' with new scenes 
that commemorate some very special 
anniversaries, and the birth of the NHS 
is one of the greatest shining moments 
of modern history that is honoured with 
pride during the 90-minute performance, 
which allows our audience to time travel 
from Roman Britain, all the way through to 
the most uplifting and glorious moments 
in modern history. 

Visitors are encouraged to the world- 
class show, to give pause for thought 
and for what the NHS stands for and to 
appreciate the hope that it has given in 
the history of our great nation. 
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YOURSPORT 



Zac Lee with instructor, 
Katey Wallace 


10 out of 10 


YOUNG Zak Lee, 8, from Frosterley Little Kickers was 
beaming recently after being awarded Best of Grade at 
a martial arts exam in Darlington. 

The youngster who trains with Chung Do Kwan 
Taekwondo Club, based at Frosterley Village Hall, has 
only been training a few months but has seemingly 
excelled at the martial art. His Instructor Katey Wallace, 

5th Dan, said he was a natural at Taekwondo. 

"He has great natural movement for a kid his age 
and his concentration and focus for someone so young 
is exceptional. He really stood out at the recent grading 
and deserved the trophy. Hopefully he can build on this 
and go from strength to strength/' she said. 

Other members of the club who took a step closer 
to black belt and passed their next belts were: Euan 
Crosby, Thomas Fishburn, Euan White, Jacob Birnie, 

Rebecca Hogarth, Courtney Lee, Carson Lee, Oran 
Smyth, Jasmine Sercombe, Kairon Allen, Charlotte 
Hogarth, Ben Hogarth, Brianna Thexton, Ella Ramsay, 

Connor Machin, Ella Wright, Lily Wright and Joanne de Muschamp. 


The club trains every Wednesday and Thursday evening at Frosterley Village Hall and offer a Little 
Kicker class designed for 6-11 year olds as well as an older lesson for adults. Everyone is welcome 
for a free go. Simply ring Katey on 07901 650 796 for more details. 


DARTS 


John Parkin darts and dominoes 


GO FISHING 


Week ending: 1 July 

Catch of the week : 

Richard Abbott from Consett netted a cracking 
61b rainbow Sunday despite the heat. Richard 
was using a mix of Powerbait near the Dam 
Wall. Memorable 


Moment of the week : Fish have been rising 
in huge numbers after around 6pm on an 
evening when the sun drops and the surface 
temperature begins to cool. These fish have 
been easily targeted using a range of tactics and 
techniques using both fly and bait methods. 


Best areas and flies : 

Dawson's Olive has been the fly of the week 

with lots of fly anglers using this as the best lure Imitation for fry. Daddies, hoppers and small black 
flies have also worked well. 

Best areas and baits / lures : Deeper water has been the most successful with bright, warm days 
pushing fish deep. The best catches have been recorded using ledger tactics at distance with a 
swim feeder full of trout pellets or Magic Dust as the attractant. 


POOL 


Pool Singles league By Neil Coates 

Week 9 

After a disappointing result last week in the Champion's League, Stanhope Grey Bull's host 
Stuart Brown got his top 3 ambition back on track as he defeated Derek Dent 2-0. Carl Tunstall 
maintained his position at the top of the league with a 2-1 win against Adam Martin and Adam 
Dobson moved into second place with a narrow 2-1 victory over Adam Robinson. In the other 
game Andrew Atkinson beat Chris Woodruff 2-1. 

Week 10: The 'Europa' League was held at Wolsingham Bay Horse this week and host Gavin 
Hudspith was narrowly beaten 2-1 by Neil Coates. Ian Mear came from a game behind to snatch 
a 2-1 victory over Davey Richmond and both Chris Henderson and Keith Surtees recorded 2-0 
wins against Michael Hopkins and Stuart O'Dell respectively. 

In a rearranged game from the previous round, Ian Mear defeated Keith Surtees 2-0. 
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A DARTS and Domino knock-out competition was held in Tow Law in memory of a local man. 

John Parkin's family organised the event, held in Tow Law Football Club where competitors 
included many from the Dale. The domino handicap was played outside in glorious weather and 
was won by Alan Smith with Diane Maughan from Roddymoor in second place. The darts was 
won by Paul 'Butch' Knighton with Stanhope's Andrew Atkinson as runner-up. The trophies were 
presented by John Parkin's widow, Vera and his granddaughter, Maisie. 

John was a Tow Law man who lived in the old Alpine Grill. He died four years ago, leaving Vera 
and their daughters, Jamie and Leanne who wanted to keep his memory alive. He was a very good 
darts player himself and was known for his practical jokes. 

The event was greatly enjoyed by all who attended and the games played in the spirit of good 
competition in John's name. All proceeds went to charity. 


Memorial darts 
and dominoes winner 
Butch Knighton 
and runner-up 
Andrew Atkinson 
from Stanhope 



TRIALS 


Weardale Trials at Rookhope By Ray Crinson 

THERE were close finishes in all four courses of the Weardale Motor Club trial at Wolfcleugh near 
Rookhope recently where riders were suffering from the intense heat as much as the sections. 

Dale Robson is looking good at the moment and with fourteen marks took the Expert Route 
by one from Stephen Bennett, with local youth rider, William Dalton, just a further mark down. 
Two marks separated winner Gary Pears, on eight, and Eddie Aitkin on the Green Course, and Ian 
Stephen kept them at it finishing third on thirteen. On the Clubman Course, Trevor Willans took 
his Honda twinshock round for fourteen, to beat off the competition headed by Andy Pearson 
and Paul Westgarth. 

Finally three riders all finished on seven on the Easy Course, so the tie decider was required 
to give the verdict to Eric Brunskill ahead of Rob Church and Jack Nixon 

Results: Expert Course Dale 
Robson 14, Stephen Bennett 
15, William Dalton 16. Green 
Course 

Gary Pears 8, Eddie Aitkin 
10, Ian Stephen 13. Clubman 
Course Trevor Willans 14, Andy 
Pearson 15fc, Paul Westgarth 
15. Easy Course Eric Brunskill 
7mc, Rob Church 7mc, Jack 
Nixon 7. 

Far left: Trevor Newton 
Left: Vicky Holmes 



Sprucing up Tow Law 

"YOU can see the improvement straight away," "painting 

has really lifted the Front Street," "thanks a lot for your 
help, really made a difference" and "great to see the kids 
getting involved." 

This is just some of the feedback received by 
Durham County Council to the work of its award 
winning environmental campaign Operation Spruce Up 
communities. Spruce Up aims to get town and village 
centres 'clean and green' via an intensive spell of activity 
in one location each month. The programme, which won 


a Keep Britain Tidy award earlier this year, 
sees teams from across different areas of 
the council work with community groups, 
schoolchildren and businesses. 

Spruce Up, which sees attention given to 
footpaths, bollards, bins, benches, fences, 
weeds, shrubs and trees, came to Tow Law a 
few weeks ago. 

Cllr Brian Stephens, the council's Cabinet 
member for neighbourhoods and local 
partnerships, said: "Operation Spruce Up has 
now visited 17 locations with the combined 


efforts of our staff and our partners delivering 
environmental improvements which people are 
noticing and praising." 

In Tow Law, the campaign focused on the A68, 
Dan's Castle, Castle Bank, High Street, Bridge 
Street and surrounding areas and saw council 
teams supported again by the authority's local 
members, representatives from its 3 Towns 
Area Action Partnership, members from Tow 
Law Town Council and local residents. 

Planting was carried out with the help of Tow 
Law Millennium Primary School where staff 



Children from Millennium Primary 
School planting flowers 



BUTT* 


from the council delivered a Spruce Up assembly. A small 
garden on Castle Bank was cleared ahead of its replanting by 
council staff working with the Alzheimer's Society Dementia 
Friends programme. This will create a more 'dementia friendly' 
garden with new coloured seating and a sensory area. 

Spruce Up launched in November 2016 and a survey 
conducted in communities visited by the programme has 
shown that 90 per cent of those asked noticed an improvement 
as a result of the work done. It won Campaign of the Year at the 
environment charity's annual awards and was also a national 
finalist in the Local Government Chronicle Awards. 

Cllr Stephens added: "It's been great as ever to have 
schoolchildren involved at Tow Law and I'm looking forward 
to seeing the new dementia friendly garden in place at Castle 
Bank." 


The Clean Team, Tow Law 
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<~napei bear visiting 
Durham Daies Centre, 
Stanhope 


Chapel bear visiting 
Busy Fingers, Westgate 


Weardale Bear looking for a good home 


THERE is a bear on the loose, have you seen the 
Weardale Bear? 

Bertie the Weardale Show Bear, visited the 
Gazette offices recently to meet our editor Anita 
Atkinson and Maureen Thomas, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors. And he is now on the loose 
around the area. 

Look out for him in your school or village as he 
travels the Dale as Ambassador for the Weardale 
Agricultural Show to be held at St John's Chapel 
on Saturday 26 August. 

Handmade by 
Sarah Curram 

of Cowshill, you can| 
win him for £1 
a ticket. 

Be sure to be there | 
on the day when 
he helps judge the 
Show's cuddly 
toy competition, 
along with the 
Weardale AAP's 
Co-ordinator, 
Angelina 
Maddison 
at the show. 


weard^ip 

gsaette 


Chapel bear begins his journey at the Gazette 
office, posing with the Gazette chairman 
Maureen Thomas (left), Jennie and Joan 


In the meantime, watch out for him because he has already been out and 
about, visiting schools, Busy Fingers in Westgate and the Durham Dales Centre 
in Stanhope. 

Where will he go next? 


Peases West Summer Fair 


PEASES West Primary School at Billy Row held its annual Summer Fair 
during school hours this year. 

The parents and other community members turned out in force on a 
gloriously sunny day to enjoy the huge variety of activities on offer. 

Cont'd on page 14 


Right: Shelly Scott 
from Wolsingham, 
one of the staff 


Far right: 
Cllr Richard Manchester, 
villager Harold Wilsher 
manning the hook a duck 




DALEFOLK REMEMBERED 


Nancy Robinson, Ireshopeburn, 1937 - 2018 


THE funeral of another great Weardale 
stalwart and character took place in St 
Thomas Heatherycleugh. 

Deacon Sue Peat led the service to 
remember Nancy Robinson from Ling Riggs, 
Ireshopeburn and to thank God for her life as 
well as celebrating all she did throughout her 
life. She welcomed the huge congregation, 
some of whom had to stand outside and 
thanked Heather Ross for organising the 
service so quickly. 

The first hymn,' Lead us Heavenly Father lead 
us', accompanied by Kathy Heatherington 
was sung before prayers. Deacon Sue then 
said that Nancy loved poetry and read 
out her favourite poem, ' Thank God for 
laughter', which embodied Nancy's outlook 
on life, always a smile, always laughter. 

"Let's thank Nancy for the humour 
she had throughout her life, which 
never left her," she said. 

Psalm 121, the Weardale Psalm, was read 
- I lift mine eyes to the hills before Nancy's 
favourite Biblical reading, from Paul's letter 
to Timothy, ch6 v 6-8: 'Godliness with 
contentment'. 

Nancy was content throughout her life 
and never needed material things - faith and 
family were enough for her. She loved her 
family more than anyone could know. 

"I have known Nancy for the last eight 
years," continued Deacon Sue. "I always 
enjoyed talking to her - she was straight 
and you always knew where you were 
with Nancy. She had traditional values and 
told me once that women who preached 
in church should always wear a skirt!" This 
brought laughter from the pews and Nancy 
would have approved. 

Nancy was a faithful Christian, she was 
honest, faithful, light-hearted, generous. "I 
loved her and will miss her," said Deacon 
Sue. 

Nancy was born at Horsley Burn Farm, 
Rookhope, the eight of 11 children of 
James and Lucy Hogarth. The family moved 


to Paragon Street in 
Stanhope and as she 
grew up, Nancy worked 
in a cafe in the town - 
she loved baking. She 
also worked at Weardale 
House when it was an 
'old folks' home as the 
cook's assistant and 
even worked a season 
at a guest house in 
Blackpool, an experience 
she greatly enjoyed. 

With some of her 
siblings, she enjoyed 
going to the many 
dances held around the 
Dale and it was at one 
in St John's Chapel Town 
Hall that she met Kenny 
Robinson. They married 
in the Gilmore Methodist 
chapel in Stanhope and 
made their home at Low 
Ling Riggs, Ireshopeburn 
where she lived for 
the rest of her life. The 
couple had five children 
- Jeffrey, John, Douglas, Helen and Hazel - 
who she was so proud of. They were a happy 
family, particularly enjoying visiting sheep 
dog trials and American Harness racing 
events. Kenny enjoyed the latter so much, he 
bought a sulky horse, which was trained and 
driven by John Harrison - Riggs Souter was 
successful. 

Haytime was always a happy albeit 
hardworking time for the family with an army 
of friends and family descending to help. 
Nancy was a marvellous hostess, cooking a 
full tea for this small army of people who 
thoroughly enjoyed it. Tragedy followed with 
the death of Kenny at the age of just 42. It 
devastated Nancy and their young family but 
determined as ever, she brought them up by 
herself uncomplainingly of her lot. 

She had many hobbies, mostly based in 
the home, she loved cake decoration and 



would make wedding 
cakes for family and 
friends, spending many 
hours decorating them. 
She an excellent attention 
to detail. She enjoyed 
knitting and sewing 
as well as matting and 
quilting and always baked 
for community events. 
In later life, she enjoyed 
travelling and with her 
sister, Marjorie, she 
travelled Business Class 
around the world - twice! 
One of her favourite 
places was San Francisco. 

Nancy had a very strong 
Christian faith that saw 
herthrough the difficulties 
of life. Deacon Sue had 
visited her in the Weardale 
Community Hospital, 
presented her with a little 
wooden holding cross and 
they read the Scriptures 
together. 


"It helped her through and she kept her 
strong faith until the end," she said. "Her 
faith in God and she wasn't afraid to meet 
Him." 

Nancy was a lifelong Methodist who was 
passionate about High House Chapel in 
Ireshopeburn but she also had affection for 
the church where her service was held. 

She was a great, fun-loving grandma to her 
three grandchildren, being described as the 
best gran anyone could wish for." She loved 
spending time with him, making wreaths and 
Yule logs at Christmas, showing them how to 
bake and she was very proud of them all and 
their achievements. She was always talking 
about them. 

Nancy had many, many friends and the 
amount of people at her funeral was 
testament to how much they thought about 
her. 


"She meant so much to so many," 
continued Deacon Sue. "And we all 
have precious memories of her." 

She had a great sense of humour, which 
stayed with her to the end. She was always 
smiling, laughing and in good spirits. One 
of her favourite tricks was to ask a visitor to 
smell a fresh cream horn to see if it was still 
fresh. When they raised it to their nose, she 
would quickly shove it in their face and howl 
laughing at the joke. Her motto was, 'Why 
worry? You've got to laugh'. Nancy valued 
people more than things, a straight talking, 
calling a spade a spade. 

For her 80th birthday, she was taken aback 
when the family bought her a helicopter 
flight over her beloved Weardale, a total 
surprise but something very special to her. 
She was a very special lady who will be very 
much missed, not only by the family, but also 
people who knew her around the Dale. She 
loved the hills that surrounded her home, 
the flowers, especially Daffodils and the 
buckets full of fresh air. 

Michelle Robson, who lived close to 
Nancy in Ireshopeburn, took the stand and 
reiterated her love for the yellow flower. "She 
didn't get to see them this year," she said. 
"Because she was in Darlington Memorial 
Hospital." 

Michelle then read the poem, Nancy's 
favourite, 7 wandered lonely as a cloud' by 
Wordsworth. 

There were prayers before the second 
hymn, 'In Heavenly Love Abiding' and the 
Commendation. The Irish Blessing was 
spoken ending with 'may God hold her in the 
hollow of his hand'. No-one deserves it more. 

As the cortege left the church, everyone 
was singing the final song - Mississippi by 
Pussycat, even the funeral director. It was 
fitting for a lady whose life has enriched 
many others. 

Nancy Hogarth will be 
very, very much missed. 

















































Page 12 


Weardale Gazette • 25 July - 7 August 2018 • www.weardalegazette.co.uk • Find us on Facebook 


Open Gardens at Tunstall attracts visitors 

A STUNNING garden, situated below Tunstall Reservoir, attracted visitors from a 
wide area when the owner opened it up to the public recently under the National 
Gardens Scheme. 

Fran Toulson moved into Filter Cottages in 2012 and immediately set about 
designing a new garden. She has worked countless hours to create a stunning haven 
not only of flora, fauna, fruit and veg but also for the varied wildlife. An arbour 
constructed at the bottom of the garden is a place of tranquillity where visitors to 
the event could borrow the binoculars and watch birds such as Woodpeckers, Pied 
and Spotted Flycatchers, Kingfishers and even Buzzards and Goshawks have been 
seen. 

Visitors had plenty to see and do 
over the weekend of the opening, 
including an art exhibition, displaying 
Fran's beautiful works. Ten percent 
of the proceeds also went to the NGS 
charities. 

There were delicious home-made 
refreshments and Hartside Nurseries 
were there too, not only offering rare 
and hardy alpines for sale but also 
giving a demonstration on how to 
create an alpine garden. Cornerstone 
charity had a display of garden 
furniture too. Fran had thought of 
everything! 


Fran Toulson in her 
spectacular garden 

The garden itself was an absolute 
pleasure to walk around - and sit 
for a while beneath the sun dial 
inside the impressive pagoda. 
The flora is diverse, something for 
everyone, which were enjoyed 
under a hot sun. 

The annual event was as 
successful ever, more so this year 
with the warm weather bringing 
out the crowds. 


Julie and Geoff Parker 
from Hartlepool enjoy 
wildlife watching in the arbour 





Hartside nurseries 


Maureen McGrady mans the art exhibition 



NEW 

at Stanhope Show 
this year 

The Roger Mews Prize for 
Children's Creative Writing 

Stanhope Show Children's Short Story 
Competition 

YOUR TASK: Write an original short story of 
no more than 500 words. Use your 
imagination, the sky's the limit! Stories will be 
judged in two age groups: 5-9 years & 10-14 
years 

Prizes will be awarded for each category: 

1st prize - £15 Waterstones voucher & your 
story published in the Weardale Gazette 
2nd prize - £10 Waterstones voucher 
3rd prize - £5 Waterstones voucher 
Stories will need to be submitted by email to: 
StanhopeShow.industrial@gmail.com 
No later than: Friday 31 August 2018 to allow 
forjudging. Please provide: your name, address 
and age on a separate page of the email. Richard 
and Phil Mews will judge each entry. All stories 
will be displayed on Saturday 8 September 2018 
within the industrial section of the Show. 

Prizes will be awarded at the show field on 
Saturday, 8 September. 

GOOD LUCK! 


Crosshill residents 
enjoy a Royal afternoon 

A GROUP of residents from Crosshill Residential Home in 
Stanhope enjoyed a day trip last month. 

Organised by Activities Co-ordinator, Alyson Bell, the 
group, some with relatives, travelled to the Royal Museum 
and Tea Room to enjoy an afternoon tea and talk by owner, 
Anita Atkinson. 



Royal Tea with Alyson Bell organiser, Lilian Peart helper 
and one of the residents with her husband 



Some of the members listening to a talk by Anita Atkinson 


Dalefolk remembered 

Janet Hogarth, Rookhope 


THE funeral of Janet Hogarth from Rookhope took 
place in All Saints church, Eastgate, last month. 

The service was led by Rev Brenda Bloomfield 
who had known Janet. She said the service was to 
remember her, to celebrate her life and commend 
her to God. She led prayers before the first hymn, 
'All Things bright and beautiful', accompanied by 
Elizabeth Bell on the organ. 

Rev Bloomfield read Psalm 121, known as the 
'Weardale Psalm, 'I life up mine eyes to the hills..' 
before Deacon Sue Peat read the lesson from 
Corinthians 1, ch 13, all about faith, hope and love. 
Rev Bloomfield said that she had been helped with 
the eulogy by Janet's nieces, Sharron Hogarth and 
Jean, who lives in Greece. She also extended a 
welcome to Jean's two daughters, Fay and Eleni who 
had travelled from London and Greece respectively 
to be there. 

Janet was born in July 1938 to Robert, a leadminer, 
and Hilda, at the isolated Bolts Law Farm. She was 
the third of five children with siblings George, 
Arnold, William and ?? . She was born disabled in 
a house with no electric, water obtained from a hill 
stream and with the only transport, a horse and 
cart. Janet was born with what was then known as 
infantile paralysis - polio - that affected her right 
hand side. She spent a lot of time in hospitals as a 
child, only allowed to see her family through the 
hospital windows. Janet endured many operations 
and had a caliper fitted to her leg to help herto walk. 

Nothing, however, prevented her from following 
her siblings and doing what they did, showing the 
determination and independence she became 
renowned for. As the siblings married and left home, 
she continued to keep house at the farm until her 
father died in 1967. Janet went to live in a council 
flat in Rookhope where she remained until her death 
- 50 years she lived there. She cared for her brother, 
Arnold, and saw it as her family duty to cook and 
clean, keep house and she had a very strict routine 
that all had to abide by! Dinner was 12 noon, tea at 
4pm and supper at 7pm and no-one had to be late! 

Janet liked routine and she would rise at 6am every 
morning to set the coal fire, pop to the Post Office 
where she was a favourite of Salah, the Postmaster. 
Every day there was routine, Monday, the coal man 
and Kit the Butcher and so it went on, week in, week 
out. Janet never complained about her disabilities 
and simply got on with life. She would visit her 


brother at Stotts, a ten-minute walk away every 
day. 

And she was very involved in the community to 
which she was born and lived her whole life. This 
especially included the village church where she 
was warden, key-holder and would take the not- 
so-easy walk up there to turn the heating on ready 
for services. She delivered the monthly magazine 
in the village until her mobility began to worsen 
with age but she still took part in church services 
- ecumenical partnership between Methodist 
and Church of England. When the church closed, 
Janet attended Fellowship meetings, keeping her 
strong faith. 

When Arnold passed away, she became less 
mobile but she still cooked for others and also 
attended Rookhope Club every Saturday night. 
As she began failing, Janet was taken temporary 
to Castle Bank Home in Tow Law awaiting a place 
at Crosshill in Stanhope. But she had a fall and 
fractured her hip and then dislocated it and was 
returned to hospital - she contracted an infection 
from which she didn't recover and died in the 
Weardale Community Hospital. 

Janet was determined, she was a fighter who 
never gave up and she continued to battle with 
help from her strong faith in God. 

The service continued with more prayers before 
Deacon Sue Peat gave her own eulogy, saying 
she had known Janet for eight years. She was a 
faithful Christian who was absolutely devoted to 
her work with the church. She cared deeply for 
people, not least her family and she had a great 
sense of humour. 

"I will miss her so much," Deacon Sue ended. 

The Coomednation was made and the final 
hymn, 'Abide with me' sung before Janet returned 
to her beloved Rookhope where she will rest for 
all time. 

Janet Hogarth will leave a void in may people's 
lives. She will never be forgotten and Rookhope 
won't ever be the same without her. As Deacon 
Sue said, she hoped she had two new legs and 
was now dancing in Heaven. 

A collection taken at Rookhope Village Hall 
where the tea was served was in aid of Cancer 
Research. The family took the opportunity to 
thank everyone for attending, for their help and 
support, cards and condolences. All are very 
much appreciated. 
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GRADUATION2018 


Awards Galore for Tamsin 


Michelle is First Class! 


Congratulations Meghan 


First for Oliver 

OLIVER Driver from West Blackdene was 
presented with his degree recently from 
Northumbria University. 



A STUDENT from Stanhope 
has graduated from Newcastle 
University. 

Tamsin Rees who attended 
Wolsingham School, proceeded 
to university to study a BA 
Combined Honours in English 
and Philosophy where last 
month she graduated with First 
Class Honours. 

She also won an impressive three further prizes: The Brooks Johnson 
Prize for Drama, Cowan Best File of Original Literary Work in Creative 
Writing Prize, and the Stephenson Noble Prize for the Joint Highest 
achieving student at Final Year in the Combined Honours programme. 

She now progresses to take up a scholarship to study for a MA in 
Creative Writing. The second daughter of Jim and Kate Rees, Tamsin 
is one of three very successful children. Her twin brother, Lawrence, 
is currently employed by Historic England and living and working in 
Cambridge. Older sister, Holly, is a renowned musician, singer and 
composer and making a name for herself on the national music scene. 
Many congratulations, Tamsin! 


Congratulations to 

Michelle Robson 
from Westgate 

who achieved a First Class 
Honours degree from the 
University of Northumbria. 

Michelle was awarded a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Psychology with Criminology. 
Many congratulations! 



CONGRATULATIONS to Meghan 
Nicholson from Crook who was 
awarded a degree from St Andrew's 
University, Scotland. 

Meghan, an accomplished musician 
and singer who once won Anita 
Savory's Stars in Their Eyes, achieved 
a First Class Honours degree in 
Psychology was also awarded the BPS 
prize for Undergraduate of the Year! 
Her parents, Kevin and Eileen were 
naturally thrilled with her success. 



Congratulations Julie 

CONGRATULATIONS to Julie Lavery 
elebrating Level 7 in Strategic 
Management. Pictured right, with 
daughter, Rachelle Mirley. 



Oliver, who attended Samuel Kings School 
in Alston, achieved a First Class BA Hons 
degree in History. Congratulations! 



Congratulations 

Raphael Gibson 

who recently qualified in 
BA Hons Degree in Counselling 
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Peases West Summer Fair 

Cont'd from page 11 

The school hall, yard and field were full of things to see and do with 
stalls galore, including tombolas, raffle, book and toy stalls, bouncy 
castle and side stalls. 

Staff, governors and members of the PTA manned the stalls and side 
shows, including an assault course. 

Money raised goes to school funds. 


Former teacher turned chairman 
of the governing body 
Jane Brook mans a stall 



Rookhope auction raises funds for flowers 

THE annual auction held in the village hall raised funds for Rookhope in Bloom last month. 

Scores of lots raised an incredible £949 along with some donations to add to the tally. It will ensure 
that the village remains full of flowers and floral decorations that have now become synonymous 
with Rookhope. 

The organisers took the opportunity to thank everyone who had donated and attended the event. 


WHAT'SON 



JULY 


Zzz Sweet Dreams! 
Tue 26 June to Fri 27 July 
10.30am - 4.00pm 


BFG 

in pictures 

The Bowes Museum 
Barnard Castle 


Explore The BFG in Pictures exhibition and create a 
dream catcher to take home and hang above your bed; 

they are believed to catch a "trogglehumper" (bad 
dream) ensuring you have golden "phizzwizard" (good 
dream). Children must be accompanied by an adult, 
for whom normal admission applies. 

For more BFG events, check out: 
http://thebowesmuseum.org.uk/ 
Whats-On/Events 


Auckland tower and Auckland Castle 
OPENING DATES 


Old King Coal - At Beamish Museum 


Report/photos 
by Jane Herron 




A FIVE- day celebration of the North East's mining heritage began on Wednesday 27 June with a parade 
using children from County Durham schools. 

The parade, complete with school banners, was described as a 'Junior Miners' Gala' by Beamish 
organisers. Two steam engines led the parade onto the show field and the children marched with their 
banners chanting the name of their school at the top of their voice. 

Following the banners, was a pit pony from Beamish which allowed the children to understand 
the limited space down the mines and why small, hardy ponies were used. As the parade came to an 
end one of the brass bands that were playing throughout the event greeted the children, prior to the 
speeches from Beamish staff. 

The children listened as the significance of their march was discussed. The North East traditions 
of brass bands and banners remains very strong in County Durham throughout the former mining 
communities and is suggested to be increasing in 
popularity. 

This year the 'Old King Coal' celebrations also 
highlight the sacrifice made by the region's miners 
and their families; both those who left to fight in 
the First World war and those who stayed behind 
ensuring that there was enough fuel for the war 
effort. 


Trapped at Killhope! 


The dates given in the last edition regarding the opening 
of Auckland tower and Auckland Castle were incorrect 
and have since been amended after publication. 

Auckland Tower will open to the public on 
Saturday 20 October 
and the castle in the Spring of 2019. 

We apologise for the error. 


AUGUST 


Car Boot Sale 

Saturday 4 August, 10am -1 pm 
Hamsterley Social Club Car Park 
Vans £10 / cars £8. To book tables contact: 
Claire 01388 488 483 / Julia 01388 488 888 

All proceeds to go help stage 
Hamsterley Hoppings on Sunday 25 August 

Weardale Festival 2018 
Wednesday 8 August, 6.30pm 
A talk by Mr Andrew Marriott 
'First World War Trench Art of the North East' 
St Thomas’ Church, Stanhope 
’Trench Art’ is souvenir artefacts made from recycled 
munitions and other war-related material such as shell 
and bullet cases. Many men brought these home after 
the war. Andrew will talk on his research of Trench Art 
and bring some examples. He is also happy for people 
to bring along their own family's examples for him 
to see. Not sure if it's Trench Art? Bring it along and 
Andrew will give his expert view. 

Weardale Festival Weardale at War 
4 -12 August, 1.30pm - 6.30pm 
St. Thomas' Church, Stanhope 

An exhibition and series of talks on Weardale 
during the First World War. TALKS: Mon-Fri, 6.30pm 
Children's Activities / Family History Resources 
Refreshments & Tombola. FREE ENTRY 
Details at www.weardalemuseum.co.uk 


By Jane Herron 


or call Kate Gill 0799 078 6220 


KILLHOPE lead mine was the unusual setting for a dramatic performance based on the tale of the 39 
Chilean miners who became trapped underground for 69 days in 2010. 

With a cast of only three, visitors were welcomed and asked to wear overalls, wellies and hard hats for 
the 'shift'. It quickly became apparent that this was no ordinary show or visit to the mine. Once kitted up, 
visitors made up the numbers for the shift inside the mine. The wait was not long and before we knew it 
the sound and drama had us in the thick of it. 

What followed was very well rehearsed physical theatre and together with the sound and lighting, the 
whole performance came to life. The men jostled with their emotions and sanity and what must have 
been quite a worrying time, was evident in the performance. An interesting point to witness was the 
realisation that the men were trapped and despite the camaraderie, the men seemed on a roller coaster 
ride of emotion that took them to a host of different feelings and thus, behaviours throughout. 

We were taken further into the mine and the range of emotions and feelings that the trapped men 
wentthrough increased. What became obvious was how the men became their own support mechanism 
for each other and how, prior to their rescue, they found comfort in their friendships and acceptance of 
their situation. The drama was heightened by the lights on the audience members' hard hats set to be on 
for specific scenes and turned off on others; this increased the audience involvement as we were initially 
unaware and had to work through that feeling of helplessness ourselves. 

Then suddenly, there were calls from afar and hope spread along the chain of participants. There 
literally was 'Light at the end of the Tunnel' and we were urged to keep holding the rope and follow. The 



pace quickened and we all walked out of the mine 
and into the light; congratulated by our rescuers! 

This was an unusual performance in that the 
audience not only became the shift members 
but also in the way that the whole scenario 
became theirs and they invested themselves into 
supporting the miners and shared in their elation 
at being rescued. An unusual setting but one 
which lent itself well to the storyline and intensity 
of feeling. 

Well done to all involved; the performance, 
lighting and sound were excellent! 


Messy Church 

will return to Wolsingham Methodist church 
Thursday 9 August, 10am-11.30am 

Crafts, fun and friendship for children and carers and it 
is free entry. Please go along and enjoy the event. 


Coffee Morning 

Saturday 11 August, 10am 
Wolsingham Methodist church 

Cake stall, home-made scones, books, and more! 

Afternoon Tea 

Sunday 12 August, 2.30pm - 5pm 
Thornley Village Hall, nr Tow Law DL13 4PF 

HOME-MADE SANDWICHES, CAKES SCONES, BISCUITS 
RAFFLE. £6 per person for Afternoon Tea. 
Proceeds to be shared between St Bartholomew 
Church PCC and Thornley Village Hall 

Raby Castle Classic Car Show 

Sunday 12 August 

Raby Castle, Staindrop, Durham, DL2 3AH 

You may reach the event organisers on 01697 451 882. 
www. c I a s s i cca re ve nts.uk 

Charlotte Rhead 
Between Art and Industry 
Until Sunday 9 September 
The Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle 

Items from a private collection of work by this talented 
ceramic designer, showing the variety of styles and 
techniques that she created for Crown Ducal between 
the years 1932-42. Includes popular decorative 
patterns, rare designs and examples of tableware. 


Bishop Trains to host the 
biggest ever community event 
(FREE) 

Saturday 28 July, 10am - 3pm 

BishopTrains will be hostingthe annual Bishop 
Auckland Railway Station Community Event to 
celebrate the station's 175th anniversary. 

The celebration involves many local 
organisations in County Durham including: 
The Weardale Railway Trust; Durham Police; 
Kynren; Auckland Castle; 4 Clocks; Bishop 
FM; County Durham Fire & Rescue; British 
Transport Police; Bishop Auckland Theatre 
Society; and many others. 

This year's event will be far bigger and 
better than previous years, with over 20 local 
organisations attending including live music, 
a vintage bus tour, a vintage vehicle display, a 
railway heritage trail and much more, a fitting 
tribute to the town's station which celebrated 
its 175th anniversary earlier this year. 

At the event, the Railway Youth Team, 
based at Bishop Auckland station, will be 
presenting Myaware, the UK's only charity 
dedicated solely to the care and support of 
people affected by Myasthenia, with a cheque 
following their recent sponsored walk from 
Saltburn to Redcar. The group aged 10 to 16 
will also be recruiting for new members and 
displaying one of their model railway displays. 

"The station event is now into its third year 
and is a great opportunity for people of any 
age to speak to the faces behind many of the 
amazing organisations in our community and 
is held at the start of the summer holidays so 
that it can be enjoyed by visitors of all ages 
allowing them to see just how much time, 
effort and care is put into our community, of 
which we are all extremely proud." said Luke 
Holmes, Community Champion. 

For more information, visit 
www.ba-rail.co.uk/event 
or follow Bishop Trains at 
www.facebook.com/BishopTrains 


BRINGING MOVIES 
TO ST JOHNS CHAPEL TOWN HALL 

The Cinema Club shows films every first and 
third Friday in the month, first showing at 
6pm for children and families and at 7.30pm, 
7.45pm or 8pm for older children and adults. 

Everyone attending a film must be a Member 
of the Cinema this will cost you £2 on your 
first visit. New Membership runs from the first 
Friday in June of every year. After you have 
joined you will be sent a Newsletter every 
three month 

Cover Charge: Adults £2.50 

Children £2 on every visit 

Cinema Club Contact: 

Booking Secretary: Shelly Scholes, 

Tel: 01434 345 024 

Email: shellyscholes@gmail.com 

Peter Rabbit (PG) - Friday 3 August, 6pm 

Runtime lhr 35mins 

Mark Felt (12) - Friday 3 August, 7.45pm 

Runtime lhr 42mins 

A Wrinkle in Time (PG) Friday 17 August, 6pm 

Runtime lhr 49mins 

Finding Your Feet (PG 12) - Fri. 17 Aug, 8pm 

Runtime lhr 51mins 

HARTWELL EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION 

NOTICE 

is hereby given that applications, 
by boys or girls resident in the 
civil parish of Stanhope, for grants 
for advanced education and other 
purposes from the funds of the 
above foundation should be sent so 
as to reach the undersigned, (from 
whom further particulars and form 
of application may be obtained) not 
later than 

SATURDAY 1st September 2018. 

Jayne Dobson, Secretary 
Harehope Farm, Frosterley, 

Co. Durham. 

Phone/Text: 0773 887 3152 

Email: jaynedll@hotmail.com 
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YOURCOMMUNITY 


W.l. MEETINGS 


Wolsingham Wl By Jeanette Allison 

THE speaker for the meeting on July 4 was Caroline Peacock, former High Sheriff of County Durham. 

Caroline gave us an account of the role in "A Year as High Sheriff", with illustrations of the many 
events she attended during her year in office. With clarity and humour, she opened our eyes to the 
breadth of the role, and it was obvious how proud she was to have been Her Majesty's representative 
for our county. She also showed how important it was for a woman to be appointed to this office 
and we were fascinated by her personal take on the official uniform, including a large hat which 
she assembled herself, featuring a magnificent white ostrich feather. Joan Lowdon expressed the 
appreciation of our members for an excellent talk. 

The business part of the meeting included a report of our NFAGM from our link representatives, 
Christina Howarth and Anne Yuill of Witton-le-Wear Wl. The resolution on Mental Health Matters was 
passed and will be our focus during the coming year. 

Several members took part in Archery Training at the Weardale Adventure Centre on June 30 and 
we had a jolly good time on a lovely sunny day. We learned how to handle the bows and arrows and 
even became a bit competitive at the end of the session. The emphasis was on fun and we thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. Having "got our eye in" we are planning to book another session and urge 
other members to give it a go. 

A collection of items was made for the Weardale Food Bank based in Stanhope. 

We then concentrated on planning the events of the summer and we are looking forward to our 
outing to the ice cream factory, Lickety Split Creamery, at Seaham in August. There will be a tour and 
we will sample the goods at the 50's style ice cream parlour. 

We will also have a table on the Saturday of Wolsingham Show and this year we will mount an 
exhibition showing "100 Wolsingham Women", inspirational women associated with Wolsingham. 
This is to round off the events of our Centenary Year. If you are visiting The Show, please stop by and 
read about these women, young and old, who have been nominated because they have been an 
inspiration to others in the community. 

The next meeting is on Wednesday 5 
September with a presentation entitled 
"Personal Safety- Women Alone". This is vitally 
important in today's world and if you are 
interested you are welcome to come along to 
Wolsingham Town Hall at 7pm. 

Dawn Gregory and Vivien Welsh gaining 
confidence during archery training 



Westgate Wl 


Edmundbyers Wl 


The June meeting was almost full house, only one 
member absent. 

Our speakers were the fell rescue led by Scott Bissett. 
He gave an excellent talk and none of us realised the 
extent of the work they do. Not only being available for 
rural work but doing a lot of urban work too; helping 
the police and ambulance in various incidents. Two dog 
handlers came along with Scott with two dogs, one fully 
trained search and rescue dog and one in training. They 
are all volunteers and rely on fund raining efforts and 
donation to keep going. 

We made arrangements to do a walk from Westgate to 
Chapel in aid of ACWW funds (with a stop at Chatterbox 
Cafe for coffee). Our July meeting was poorly attended 
due to holidays, unfortunately we are about to lose 
two members due to moving house, one back down to 
Sunderland and one to Leicestershire. 

The speakers this month were Bob and Lyndsey Kingett 
from Daddry Shield. Lyndsey does a lot of work in India 
with cancer patients; as a doctor she helps to organise 
palliative care. She showed films of condition over there 
and the type of health care provided for the less well off. 
Many patients live on the streets. They brought along 
little trinkets, bags, etc., to sell for funds for their care. 
It was a very thought provoking talk and we very much 
admire the work that Lyndsey does. 

We are now working on our entry for the co-operative 
efforts for Chapel Show. We don't have a meeting in 
August, in September we intend to have a promotional 
afternoon or evening at Denese's house in the Bull Field, 
with drinks and savouries. Details will be posted in the 
village nearer the time. 


UNFORTUNATELY, I missed our last 
meeting, but I'm reliably informed that 
the talk given by Mark Pattison about 
the production of Bishop Auckland's 
Kynren, was very well received. 

This is a massive project with a casting 
crew of over 1,000 volunteers, 33 
horses, geese, goats, sheep and 
donkeys all involved on a site the size 
of 5 football fields. It tells the story of 
2,000 year's English history beginning 
with King Arthur, and with Viking 
settlements near by and the Roman 
Road Running past Bishop Auckland 
castle, it's an ideal site. 

Kynren is now one of the top 10 things 
to be seen and, although I'll admit I've 
not seen it myself, I think it may have to 
be added to next year's 'to do' list! 
Thankyou to roving reporters Eileen 
and Julie. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7 August 
and is a two-hour coach tour around 
Newcastle (we seem to be having a 
run on castles!), we'll be leaving the 
village at 5pm from outside the village 
shop. The fair is £10 return and we'll 
be stopping at Ball's of Prudhoe for 

supper on the way home.what's not 

to like?! If you fancy joining us, please 
contact Flora on 01207 255219. 

Diane Harvey 


Witton-le-Wear Wl 

MRS Haworth welcomed Mrs Alderson, County 
Chairman, members and friends to our annual Dutch 
Auction event. 

Mrs Alderson had brought the certificate for coming 
second in the Spring Council meeting competition. 
Business was kept to a minimum so that we could 
get on with the main purpose of the evening. There 
were reminders for our coffee morning on 14th July, 
with requests for scarves, crafts, bottles and cakes. The 
bottles are for a bottle tombola and the crafts will be 
on display with some for sale. Scarves will be for sale at 
£1 each. An open event, with everyone welcome 

We had a very enjoyable outing to Wallington Hall, 
stopping off at Kirk Harle craft shops on the way. 
Some members also went on a walk around Tunstall 
Reservoir a few days earlier. The weather was lovely for 
both these events. We then got on with our auction, 
with Mrs Kershaw and Wardle acting as auctioneers. 
As always, they conducted the event with humour and 
the time passed quickly. It was soon time for our pie 
and peas supper, after which the remaining items were 
sold. It was a very enjoyable evening, concluding with 
Mrs Haworth thanking our auctioneers for their input. 


Annual Shows, Festivals, Fairs 
- July & August - 


Appleby Show, Thursday 9 AUGUST 

www.nwshows.co.uk/shows/appleby-show/ 

Slaley Show, Saturday 11 AUG (TBC) 
www.slaleyshow.org.uk 

Hardwick Live, Sat 8 & Sun 19 aug 

www. hardwicklive. co. uk/ 

Weardale Show, st. John's chapel 
Saturday 25 AUGUST 

Contact: Anna Nelson. Tel: 01388 537215 
www.weardale-show.co.uk 

Hamsterley Hoppings 

Sunday 26 AUGUST 

www.eventbrite.com/e/hamsterley- 

hoppings-classic-car-and-tractor-show- 

tickets-39950593300?aff=es2 

Reeth Show, Monday 27 AUGUST 

www.reethshow.co.uk 


Weardale's 20th Defribrillator installed 



THE David Nelson Memorial Fund has reached yet another important milestone by placing its 20th 
defibrillator, this time in Thornley Village. 

Allison Nelson and Gillian Hutchinson, David's daughter-in-law and daughter respectively, visited the 
village to mark the installation, which took place recently. A great number of residents turned out to meet 
them and thank the family for the defibrillator. 

Village Hall Committee member Brian Southern said, "It's a privilege that Thornley Village, at the foot of 
Weardale, now have the 20th Defib unit installed through the David Nelson Memorial Fund. 

"We owe a huge debt of thanks and gratitude to David's family and friends who have achieved this by 
fundraising so making it possible. The unit could make the difference in saving someone's life in their time 
of need." 

Thornley is situated in the Wolsingham Parish and therefore meets the criteria of the Fund. 

Gillian and Allison took the opportunity to express a huge thank you to the continued support that the 
fund receives from the community in Weardale and beyond. 

They made a statement: "Without this support so much would not have been achieved in such a short 
period of time. A number of the fund's defibs have been deployed to members of the public suffering from 
chest pains whilst waiting for the Ambulance to arrive and one of the defibs was used last year to help save 
a member of the public. 

"They are a safety net for rural communities who are a long way from the emergency services." 

Gillian and Allison chatted to the local residents during their vsit and also took the opportunity to explain 
how easy the machines were to access (by calling 999 and receiving a code while the Ambulance was being 
dispatched) and how user-friendly the defib machines themselves are. So much so that anyone can use 
them, regardless of whether they have received training or not. 

The David Nelson Memorial Fund is in the process of organising a defib awareness session for Thornley 
through the North East Ambulance Service. These sessions are free and available for any age to members 
of the local community with the view of giving people the confidence to use the life-saving machines if 
someone is suffering a cardiac arrest. 


Defib sessions for pupils 

PUPILS and staff at St John's Chapel Primary School 
welcomed members of the local community into 
school to take part in a CPR and defibrillator session 
before the end of term. 

The event, run by Ross Herring, Community 
Safety Responder, was open to members of the 
public to help them learn how to save lives and they 
joined children and staff. 

Teacher, Donna Jones, said, "We all learned about 
what to do and look for if a person takes ill and 
collapses. Ross showed us how to do CPR and then 
we all had a go. 

"He then talked us through using a defib machine. 
It was a really useful afternoon and Ross made the 
serious business of saving lives interesting and 
engaging." 

Life is certainly not dull at the school! 


The Grey Bull Sponsored Walk 
Cheque presentation 

STUART Brown and Diane Garbutt, from the Grey 
Bull, Stanhope, presented Gillian Hutchinson and 
Allison Nelson with a cheque for £2,586 from the 
sponsored walk they held on 28 April. 

The grand total raised for the walk was £7,758 which 
was split between the David Nelson Memorial Fund, 
The Great North Air Ambulance and the MS Society 
Gillian said, "It is an amazing amount and we would 
like to express a huge thank you to everyone who 
helped organise, who took part and who supported 
the 13 mile walk!" 



L-R: Gillian, Allison, Stuart and Diane 


C. HOPE 

DECORATOR 



Interior & Exterior Painting 
• Paper hanging • Coving 

No job too small • Free estimates 



Tel: 0792 391 1091 



DEFIBRILLATOR 
WEARDALE LOCATIONS 


18 public-access portable defibs in Weardale. 

The machine 

- can re-start the heart in an emergency. 

- be used by any public member / at any time. 

- gives full instructions. 

The user will also be guided through the process 
by the ambulance call handler. 

The public can gain access to the green cabinet 
(which hold the defibs) by calling 999 and they will 
be given an access code. Defibrillators can keep a 
patient alive while waiting for the all-important 
ambulance. 

Weardale's defibs can be found in green cabinets 
Cowshill Village Hall, DL13 IDA 
Daddry Shield, The Institute, DL13 1NW 
Eastgate The Cross Keys, DL13 2HW 
Frosterley Village Hall, DL13 2QW 
Frosterley Inn, Front Street, Frosterley DL13 2RH 
Hill End Telephone Box, DL13 2SX 
Ireshopeburn The Village Hall, DL13 1ER 
Rookhope Working Men's Club, DL13 2AQ 
Stanhope Weardale Motors Garage, DL13 2YQ 
Stanhope Chemist, DL13 2TZ 
Stanhope, Crawleyside, DL13 2EN 
Stanhope The Grey Bull, DL13 2PB 
St. John's Chapel Doctor's Surgery, DL13 1QW 
Thornley, Village Hall 
Wearhead Village Hall, DL13 1DY 
Westgate Village Hall, DL13 1RX 
Witton-le-Wear Red telephone box, DL14 OAS 
Wolsingham Community School, DL13 3DN 
Wolsingham Robson's Motor Homes, DL13 3HU 
Wolsingham Town Hall, DL13 3AF 
Wolsingham Tunstall Reservoir DL13 3LX 
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BOWLING 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Kitchens ■ Bathrocma * Numbing ■ Eieetrtcs 
Plastering - Joiner/ * Tiling - EXtentions 
Rooting ■ Brickwork - Barn Conversions 

077561205^3 

rbowljnghi@pmail.com 


Deborah Jackson (BSc Hons, M.Ch.S) 

Chiropodist & Podiatrist 

Home visits • HPC Registered 

Telephone: (01388) 488201 
Mobile: 0791 942 1527 


K&W Property ^ 
Maintenance & XxJ 
Improvements Services 


Electrical / Plumbing repairs & upgrades 
Wide range of skilled handyman services 
Free Advice • Highly competitive rates 
No call out charges • Fully Insured business 
No fix/No fee guarantee for repairwork 
Very reliable and friendly service 


30 years professional engineering experience 


Tel. (01388) 528499 M.07804 890 888 
E: ken@kandwservices.me.uk 4 
www.kandwservices.me.uk 


% ' 



ridley exhausts 

• Servicing • Exhausts • 
Tyre and Mot Centre 

Brickflats Garage,Tow Law 

Telephone: 

01388 730455 
01388 730483 






P IA/ Driver 
O V Training 

Tim Wilkinson 

• Regular weekly lessons • Intensive courses 

• Either 1,1.5 or 2 hours • Pass Plus courses 

All areas covered between: Stanhope - Bishop 
Auckland - Consett. For Other areas, please call 

T. 01388 527 819 
M.07775 074 442 

www.cvwdrivertraining.com 


TO LET 

LOVELY COUNTRY COTTAGE 

AVAILABLE AUGUST 2018 

Wolsingham 1 mile 
2 bedrooms. Garden, Parking 
Part time gardening 
& housekeeping employment 
Tel: 01388 527864 



CHRIS 


at the 

BLUE BELL INN 

St. John's Chapel 

invites you to 

Christmas in July 

Monday, 30th July 

for carols , mince pies, 
mulled wine and 



DANNY WOOD 
BUILDERS 

Carrying out 

ALL aspects of building work 

• New builds 

• Extensions & garages 

• Conversions & renovations 

• Roofing & guttering 

• Joinery & kitchen fitting 

• Plastering & tiling 

Free estimates given 
01388 528288 / 07843 576546 


Northern Logs u 
Tree surgery iww 



Dale-based • Fully qualified & insured • CHAS registered 


Mike 0798 955 6848 
Graham 0783 756 2828 
E: russnorthernlogs@gmail.com 


WestEndGarage 


WOLSINGHAM 


. Diagnostic . Repairs 
. MOT Preparation 
. Wheel alignment 
. Mobile Agricultural and 
Commercial Tyre Fitting 
Telephone: 

(01388)527440 
526633 




Afternoon tea with 

% 


Monday, 6 August, 2pm 

Cafe Maxine’s - St John’s Chapel 

For more info call: 01388 537 214 

£20 Donation 

All funds raised are to support 
High House Chapel 



772045 


805001 


0 0 5 60 


Stanhope Pool is open! 

For more details 
& opening times, 
checkout.. 

WEBSITE 

w ww.st> nhopepoo I. co. uk 

FAC EBOOK ^stanhopepool 

Stanhop^Pool CAU(&»W)5M«6 




UNIT 2B, 
BONDISLE WAY, 
STANHOPE, 
DL13 2YT 


All Domestic & Contract Leading-brand I 
products that fit your budget supplied & I 
fitted by our own professional craftsmen I 


Carpets 
Vinyls stock 
roll 

Laminates 
L.V.T 
Over 100 
remnants 
in stock! 


• Carpets, Vinyls, Laminates 

• Large selection of remnants for 
all your flooring requirements 

• Quality floor covering for 
everyone's taste and budget 

• All supplied and fitted by our 
own craftsmen 

• 100s of ranges available to 
choose from 

FREE 


• ADVICE • MEASURING 

• ESTIMATING • LOCAL DELIVERY 


YOU NAME IT, 
WE COVER ITL 


• Healthcare • & more! 


T: 01388 527 740 M: 07834 517 969 
E: weardaleflooring@yahoo.co.uk 



Wednesdays in August 2018 

8 th 15 th 22 nd 29 th 

in the Function Room 
Durham Dales Centre, Stanhope 
1pm til 3pm 


For children aged between 5 & 11 
All staff DBS checked 

Pop • Tea • Coffee • Biscuits provided 
Any enquiries tel: 07977 634 868 





















































































































































